Western Nevada College Course Syllabus

BIOL 190 Lab:  Introduction to Cell and Molecular Biology --- Fall 09


Instructor:  Holly O’Toole

E-mail:  Instructor: otooleh@wnc.edu
Division Chair: bdillet@wnc.edu   

Phone:  (office) 423-8330 ext 2231
 
Cell:  
Website:  http://www.wnc.edu/~otooleh/

Office:  #3 Piñon  (or Sage 104)
Office Hours 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Noon -1 pm
4 – 5 pm
	4 – 5 pm
	4 – 5 pm
	4 – 5 pm
	By appt.


Communication:  WNC email, cell phone, and WebCT.  Be sure and activate the email and phone number you have on file with WNC.  For quicker response time, email me at otooleh@wnc.edu and not through WebCT.
Cancelled Class Hotline:  775-445-3030 or 1-866-532-5118 or http://www.wnc.edu/academics/hotline/
Lab:  (F01) 1:00 – 3:45 pm T  or  (F02) 1:00 – 3:45 pm  M 
Grades, Quiz and Lab Information:

1. Lab quizzes will be given at the beginning of each lab class period.  The two lowest lab quiz scores will be dropped.  No makeup quizzes will be given. If you are more than 10 minutes tardy you will not be given a quiz.

2. Objectives, grades, and other information will be posted on WebCT and updated weekly.   
3. The lab schedule is tentative and will be updated as needed.

4. Points, up to100% of the total points from that day’s quiz may be deducted for tardies, leaving early, or other disruptions.  

Student Evaluation:
      Grades based on:

Quizzes
Labs and Assignments
Participation

Final Paper
                        



Grading Scale 

90-100%  A- 90-92, A 93-100

80-89 %   B- 80-82, B 83-86, B+ 87-89

70-79%    C- 70-72, C 73-76, C+ 77-79

60-69%    D  

<60%       F or W  

Student Classroom Conduct:


WNC is committed to providing a safe effective learning environment for students, faculty, and staff.  Disruptive student conduct is subject to strict disciplinary action.  


This is a college classroom.  You are expected to arrive on time and stay for the entire class period.  Late arrivals and early departures are disruptive for the entire class.  Three late arrivals/early departures will count as one absence.  No children are allowed in class or in the lab.  Turn pagers to silent and cellular phones off when you come to class. 


Behavior that impedes the teaching/learning process, including private conversations, leaving during a guest lecture, phone or pager calls that do not contribute to the class as a whole is unacceptable.  I reserve the right to administratively withdraw any student who presents behavioral issues that impede the learning environment.  Use of any conduct or harassment that threatens the quality of this learning environment will result in immediate removal from the class.

Attendance:


Attendance is expected and I will be recording it using a sign in sheet/quizzes.  A student is permitted to miss 2 labs. However, more than three unexcused absences may, at the discretion of the instructor, result in the student being dropped from the course with a grade of W or a full grade reduction.
Perfect attendance is worth 10 points which will be averaged into your lab grade.

Dishonesty/Cheating:


Any student determined to be cheating or assisting or participating with another student in dishonest behavior will be immediately withdrawn from the course or receive a grade penalty.  The penalty for cheating at WNC is outlined on the WNC website.

Study Tips and Techniques: 

To get the most out of this class attend each class period and complete all of the required reading and assignments.  If you are having difficulty understanding or preparing for this class, please contact me. 
Assistance:


Qualified, self-identified students with documented disabilities have the right to free accommodations to ensure equal access to educational opportunities at WNC. For assistance contact Disability Support Services on the Carson Campus in the Bristlecone Bld. Room 103 or call 775-445-3267 or 775-445-3266
Laboratory Safety Guidelines:
1. No eating, drinking, smoking, handling contact lens, or applying cosmetics in the laboratory.
2. Long hair must be restrained.  Dangling jewelry must be removed.

3. Work surfaces will be washed at the beginning and end of class and whenever a spill occurs.

4. Safety glasses will be worn.  You may provide your own if mine are not to your liking.
5. Personal protective equipment (aprons and gloves) will be worn when doing experiments where contamination is possible.  All protective equipment will be removed when leaving the laboratory.

6. When working with human blood and other body fluid samples, you are to handle only your own sample unless otherwise directed.

7. Laboratory work areas will be cleaned up at the end of class and all equipment and materials returned to the proper location.

8. Report all spills or accidents, no matter how minor to the instructor.
9. Hands will be washed after cleaning work surfaces, when hands become contaminated, and when leaving the laboratory.

10. WNC does not have insurance to cover students on campus.  All students should carry personal medical insurance.
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	Week
	Date
	Lab Schedule

	
	
	Holly O’Toole will direct the first 7 labs

	1
	8-31
	Bio Ethics Activity

Nature of Science

Equipment ID

	2
	9-7

9-8
	No Lab 9-7 or 9-8

	3
	9-14
	DNA Extraction Lab

Molecular Models

	4
	9-21
	Cells and the Microscope

Freshwater Organisms

	5
	9-28
	Membrane Transport

	6
	10-5
	Enzyme Activity 

	7
	10-12
	Cellular Respiration

	8
	10-19
	Photosynthesis 

	
	
	Dr. Gary Evett will direct the next 8 labs

	9
	10-26
	RNA Isolation

How to write a science paper

Handout:  How to keep a lab notebook

	10
	11-2
	Reverse Transcription

	11
	11-9
	PCR and Gel Electrophoresis


	12
	11-16
	Elute DNA from Gel Band



	13
	11-23
	TOPO cloning

	14
	11-30
	TOPO cloning 

	15
	12-7
	DNA Restriction Analysis with EcoR1

Submit DNA for Sequencing

	16
	12-14
	Final Paper Due


This schedule is tentative and is subject to change
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