Western Nevada Community College

ECE 250
Introduction to Early Childhood Education
Course Syllabus

Instructor: Lori Magnante

Revised:  8/20/09
__________________________________________________________________________

Number of Credits: 3

Transfers to institutions within UCCSN as ECE 131 and ECE 250
Prerequisite: None

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Introduces students to early childhood education.  Course reviews the total preschool program, including the history, types, objectives, philosophy, curriculum, physical plant and equipment, as these aspects of the program relate to the needs and interests of the preschool child.

COURSE OUTCOMES OBJECTIVES:

Linkage of Course to Educational Program Mission and Outcomes:  This course meets one of the requirements for the A.A.S. Degree in Early Childhood Education and the Certificate of Achievement.  It is designed to allow students to meet the program outcome of knowing the subject matter appropriate to Early Childhood Education.  Students will also be aware of community child and family service agencies, learn the importance of advocating for children at the community and legislative level, and understand the benefits of participation in early childhood professional organizations.

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the components of a good day for children.

2. Demonstrate ability to plan for children’s developmental - social, physical, creative, cognitive and language needs.

3. Develop strategies for maintaining an emotionally healthy environment for children, building positive parent/teacher interaction and integrating exceptional children.

4. Explore the history of Early Childhood Education including developmental and learning theories.

5. Review professional organizations that support Early Childhood Education

and Human Development and Family Studies.

6. Demonstrate knowledge of environmental arrangement supported by developmentally appropriate curriculum.

7. Recognize program types, funding sources and public/private status.

8. Understand the importance of community resources and how they relate to healthy children and families.

LINKAGE TO GENERAL EDUCATION MISSION AND OUTCOMES
Students who complete a degree or certificate of achievement at WNC are able to demonstrate appropriate:

Communication
· college level writing skills

· oral communication skills

· college level reading skills

Analysis
· have effective and efficient learning skills, including the location and evaluation of information

Personal Development
· work effectively with others

Community Commitment
· know the basic principles and processes of government at the local, state, national and international levels

· understand and apply social science principles, including an appreciation of participation in civic affairs

· understand the importance of cultural traditions, diversity, and ethics in the modern world
INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION

Instructor: Lori Magnante

Office: Bristlecone Building, room 350F

Phone: (775) 445-4449

Fax:      (775) 445-3141

Email: lmagnant@wnc.edu
OFFICE HOURS:

Mon: 1:00 – 2:15 PM and 5:30 – 6:30 PM

Tues: 12:00 – 2:00 PM

Wed: 12:00 – 2:00 PM

Thurs: 12:00 – 2:00 PM

Tues. –Thurs. 9:00 – 11:30 AM.  Please check for availability during these times.

              or

By appointment

GRADING POLICY AND PROCEDURES:



Requirements


Points Possible
1. 9 Assignments: 8 @ 10 points each

1 @ 70 points




150

2.
3 Exams – 75 points each



225

3.
Group Evaluation and Activity Reflections
175




TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE
550

The letter grade given for the entire semester will be based on the following point distribution:

495 – 550 points = A   (495-505= A-)
440 – 494 points = B   (440-450= B-)
385 – 439 points = C   (385-395= C-)
330 – 384 points = D   (330-340= D-)
                                                330 points and

   below                =Fail

Important Notes:
Exams are taken in you group.  You may take your exams on your own.  If you choose to do so, you must let the instructor know prior to the first exam.  You must also continue to take all other exams on your own.  Make-up exams are given through the approval of your instructor.  If you miss your group exam and the instructor has approved a make-up you will be required to take the exam on your own.

1. Late assignments will earn a maximum of 50% of the total points possible.

2. Late assignments will not be accepted two weeks after its due date, or after the final exam date.

3. To receive full credit for this class, you must be enrolled.  It is the student's responsibility to secure and verify enrollment.

4. Make sure that your are signed in for each class session.  If you fail to do so, you may not receive credit for the in-class activity assigned for that session.

5. Do not sign in for another student or ask another student to do so for you.

6. Students are expected to attend all classes for which they have registered.  The instructor may drop any student when the student has a number of hours greater than the number of credits to be earned in the course, this may be considered excessive.

7. It is the student’s responsibility to drop this course.  W’s are not awarded in this class!  Failure to drop this course for any reason, by 12/11/09 will result in the earned letter grade.
8. Please mute all cell phones while in class.  The use of IPOD’s is not permitted in the classroom.

9.  I encourage any student needing to request accommodations for a specific disability to please meet with me or the DSS Coordinator (445-3275) at your earliest convenience to ensure  timely and appropriate accommodations.

V.
TEXTBOOK REQUIRED:  Introduction to Early Childhood Education, Eva Essa, Fifth Edition.

VI.
COURSE EXPECTATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS:

1. Regular and prompt attendance.

2. Careful reading of the text as assigned.

3. Completion of in class and out of class activities and assignments.

4. Successful response to group evaluations.

5. Successful response to exams.

Academic Integrity
Students are expected to abide by WNC’s Code of Student Conduct in all their classes.  This policy can be located at (http://www.wnc.edu/policymannual/3-4-4.htm).  A copy may also be obtained from the instructor of this class.
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