                                Syllabus:  English 98 D01 (Fall 2009)
Contact Information
Instructor:  Doug Barrett
   




Phone:  (775) 883-2474  
         
Email:  
barrettd@wnc.edu


If you need to contact me quickly, it's best to phone (leave a message).

Class meetings:  TTh 11:00-12:15



Office Hours:  As a part-time faculty member, I don't have an office, but I'll be available to talk after class.  Or call/email me anytime.
Cancelled class line:  (775) 445-3030; toll-free 1-866-532-5118.

Online at:  www.wnc.edu


English 98 Basic Information

Credits:  3 (nontransferable within Nevada)

Prerequisites:  Appropriate score on WNC placement examination or equivalent examination
Linkage of course to educational programs and outcomes:


English 98 is a developmental course that does not apply toward a WNC degree or honors designation.  It is designed, in keeping with WNC's general educational mission, to assist students in developing college-level reading, writing and critical thinking skills, and to prepare them to succeed in college-level courses. 
Course description:  English 98 helps students improve their writing for school or on the job.  The class offers practice in sentence, paragraph and short essay writing, with attention to grammar, sentence structure, punctuation, unity, coherence and support.  Students will learn how to combine sentences and paragraphs to communicate clearly and effectively.

Course objectives.  In English 98 we'll focus on the following skills:  

1. generating ideas.

2. developing effective thesis statements.

3. supporting the thesis with specific evidence.

4. organizing ideas into coherent paragraphs with effective topic sentences.

5. linking ideas and paragraphs with effective transitions and logic.

6. writing clear, fluid and grammatical sentences.

7. proofreading for capitalization, spelling, punctuation, etc.

8. using self-generated and reader feedback for revision.

9. critical reading, centered on  recognizing main ideas and evaluating support.

10. constructing effective arguments

Required materials:  

Hacker, A Writer's Reference 6th edition

Students are also required to have an active WNC email account.  Call the reference librarian if you need help (445-3223).  Please send me an email within the first two weeks of class to verify.

Assignments and Grading
Assignments will consist of:

1. Readings:  These will include sections of A Writer's Reference, as well as a number of handouts. See back page of syllabus for schedule.  Keep this schedule close by and refer to it often.  You are expected to know what the reading assignment is for each class period, and to have it read before you come to class.  You are responsible for all that is in the readings, whether or not we go over it in class, and some such items may appear on exams.

2. Papers.  These will be about 3 pages long.  For each paper, you will submit two drafts:  a review draft and a final draft.  Both review drafts and final drafts must be typed, double-spaced.  

3. Exercises.  These will come from both the text and from handouts.  I may ask you to submit any of the exercises we do in class, and such exercises will count toward your grade.

4. Quizzes.  These will be mostly unannounced.

5. Midterm and final exams

6. Peer reviews of student drafts

Grades:  English 98 is a Pass/Fail course.   A cumulative score of 70% or better is required for a grade of Pass.  Grades are figured according to the following point system:
Assignment
Review draft
Final draft
Total Possible


Paper 1
  
100

100

200



Paper 2

100

100

200



Paper 3

100

100

200



Paper 4

100

100

200

Paper 5

100

100

200

Quizzes





100

Exercises




100

Midterm





100



Final





100



Participation, Peer Reviews, Attendance

200

Drop lowest grade


             -100




Total possible for course


            1500


Review Drafts and Final Drafts:


It's been said that "there is no good writing—only re-writing."  Believing this to be true, I've structured the course to give you practice in revising by having you write two drafts of each assignment.


In order to get the most out of this approach:

1.  Turn in your review draft on time.  Late review drafts will not get the benefit of a peer review.  I do, however, require you to get instructor feedback on your review draft before submitting your final draft.

2. Don't consider the review draft a "rough draft."  The paper should be in proper format, and as polished and effective as you can make it.  Any review draft headed "Rough Draft" will be docked 5 points.

3. Consider carefully the instructor and peer feedback you get on your review draft.  If you choose to disregard a suggestion when preparing your final draft, you should have a good reason.  (Lack of time for revision is not a good reason.)  I reserve the right to lower the FD grade for resubmitting the RD w/ no revisions, or for failure to attempt obviously necessary corrections. 

4.  Remember that revision involves far more than just correcting marked errors.  Effective revision means applying everything you've learned about writing in order to make your paper as strong as possible.  Look for ways to strengthen your paper beyond what I or your reviewer noticed.   

5.  Turn in your review draft with your final draft, so I can assess your revisions.  Final drafts without review drafts (and peer reviews) attached will be returned ungraded and considered late.

Paper Format:  All papers must be typed, double space.  Handwritten papers will not be accepted.  On the first page heading, include your name, the date, and the assignment # (e.g., 1 Review Draft or 3FD).  Subsequent pages should include your name and the page # in a header.  Number all pages.  Fasten all pages with either paper clip (preferred) or staple.  Failure to fasten pages, or to follow proper format, can get your paper docked up to five points.
Late Work:  Accepted but reduced up to 3 points for every class period late.  If you have a good reason for being unable to complete the assignment (e.g., death in the family, serious illness) and you contact me before it is due, you can receive an extension at no penalty.  I will not, however, give extensions for papers already due.

Backup:  Retain computer files of all your papers.  Keep all returned assignments in the binder or notebook that you bring to class with you.  You may be asked to produce a previous paper at any time, and inability to do so may cause the grade for that paper to revert to 0.
Electronic Submissions/Techno Stuff:  

I'm gradually trying to move beyond my Paleolithic approach to teaching, and may, during the semester, institute web-based course enhancement through Blackboard and/or Turnitin programs.  For the present, I prefer to read your work on paper.  


However, if you will have to miss class when a review draft is due, you're encouraged to email your paper before the class period, so I can print it out and get it peer reviewed.  In such cases, send the paper as an attachment.  Do not cut and paste or type an assignment within an email.  Do not send zipped files.  Check carefully to make sure your attachment was actually sent with your email.  I am not responsible if your work is not delivered for any reason, including network failure or my inability to open a document.  
If your essay has missed the due date, it's better just to bring it to the next class, rather than emailing it.  

Since final drafts require the hard copy of the review draft to be attached, you may not submit final drafts electronically.

Policies
Attendance:  Regular attendance counts toward your grade.  Tardiness and leaving early will count against your grade.

If an emergency prevents you from attending class, it is your responsibility to obtain any assignments, paper topics, etc., that you have missed.


Should illness, change in work schedule, or some other personal crisis interfere with your ability to attend class regularly or to complete the work, I urge you to let me know as soon as possible, in order to work out any necessary arrangements.  If you do, I will do all I can to help you complete the course.


If you have more than three unexcused absences, I reserve the right to drop you from the class.


Non-appearance at the midterm, without prior arrangements to take it at a different time, will get you dropped from the class.

Cell Phones & Laptops:

On entering the classroom, turn your cell phone to "off" (not "vibrate").  Family, friends and employers should be informed that you are not permitted to take calls during the class session.

Laptops may be used for note-taking during class; however, if I feel your laptop is distracting you, I will ask you to turn it off or leave it at home.
Class Participation:  I find discussion more interesting than lecture (I hope you do too).  But nothing is as boring as a dull discussion where no one has anything to say.  Being prepared for class involves more than just showing up.  In order to participate effectively, you also need to have read the assignments and thought about them.  Outstanding class participation may consist of occasional well-directed comments, and doesn't necessarily involve non-stop talking.  Questions are always appropriate; a question you fear is stupid will almost certainly illuminate something for other class members who are hesitant to ask.  Thoughtful dissent is also valuable in a discussion-oriented class.

Academic Integrity:  Work produced for this class is to be your own.  Work for each assignment is expected to be original for that assignment, so papers originally written for another class are not acceptable submissions for this one.  

Any use of the words of others (from the internet, dictionaries, textbooks, etc.) must be cited properly according to instructions to be given.  To borrow ideas or language from others without giving them credit constitutes plagiarism, a serious but increasingly common academic offense.


The disadvantages of plagiarism are:  (1) it destroys personal character; (2) it deprives you of the skill and knowledge that come from doing the work yourself; (3) it is often easily detectable; (4) if you're caught intentionally plagiarizing, I have the right to fail you for the course.
Resources
Computing and printing:  Computer and printer crashes are common, but "my printer went down" is an unacceptable excuse for late work.  Expect your computer and/or printer to go down some time during the semester and have a backup system (inexpensive flash drives are sold at the library) for transporting, typing and printing when that happens.  Helpful resources:


Library Media Lab:  free computers; printing at ten cents per page.


Computer Lab (Cedar 331):  small per semester lab fee payable at the Business Office.
Disabilities:  If you have a disability requiring special accommodations, please contact Susan Trist (DSS coordinator) in Disability Support Services, Bristlecone 103 (445-3275).

Free Tutoring:  Academic Skills Center (ASC) is in Bristlecone 330 (445-4260).
Free Counseling:  Counseling Services are in Bristlecone 103 (445-3267).  Counseling services helps with selecting classes, choosing a degree or certificate, transferring to four-year institutions, exploring careers, finding child care, accessing disability services, or coping with personal problems.
English 98 D01 Tentative Class Schedule



Papers
Topics/


Reading:  Hacker = A Writer's Reference; 
Week
Dates
Due
Activities


All other readings are handouts
 1
9/1-3

Introduction.  Writing

Hacker 3-9, 37-49



situation.  Prewriting




Document design

2
9/8-10
1RD
Setting up an essay:

Hacker 10-18



scratch outline, thesis




Peer review



3
9/15-17
1FD
Revision basics


Hacker 18-23



Support



Kralovec, No More Pep Rallies







Eighner, On Dumpster Diving

4
9/22-4
2RD
Organization


Hacker 24-37



Paragraphing


War With Iraq (student essay)

Peer review
5
9/29-10/1  2FD
Introductions &


handouts TBA








conclusions










Peer review



6        
 10/6-8     3RD
Constructing arguments

Hacker Hacker 57-85




Peer review


King, The Ways of Meeting Oppression

7
10/13-15  3FD
Parallelism


Hacker 93-6

Word choice


Hacker 131-74
Peer review


Lutz, Doubts About Doublespeak



8           
10/20-22
Review for midterm

Crayola Curriculum debate








Labi, Classrooms For Sale
9
10/27-29
Midterm



Krishnamurti, The School



Midterm discussion

Gatto, Against School

10
11/3-5     4RD
Coordination/subordination; 
Hacker 117-24


sentence types; sentence 



11
11/10-12  4FD
Fragments


Hacker 225-240

Run-ons

12          11/17-19
  5FD
Peer review



Pronoun agreement/reference
Hacker 203-11


13       
11/24
5FD
Editing/proofreading
My Most Traumatic Experience (student essay)
No class
W 11/25
 (Thanksgiving Break)




14      
12/1-3
6RD
Peer review






 




Critical reading


Chomsky, What Makes Mainstream Media...

15
12/8-10
6FD
Review for final

16    
12/15

Final exam

English 98 C04  Tentative Class Schedule



Papers
Topics/


Reading:  Hacker = A Writer's Reference; 
Week
Dates
Due
Activities


All other readings are handouts
 1
8/31-9/2

Introduction.  Writing

Hacker 3-9, 37-49



situation.  Prewriting




Document design

2
9/7-9
1RD
Setting up an essay:

Hacker 10-18



scratch outline, thesis




Peer review



3
9/14-16
1FD
Revision basics


Hacker 18-23



Support



Kralovec, No More Pep Rallies







Eighner, On Dumpster Diving

4
9/21-23
2RD
Organization


Hacker 24-37



Paragraphing


War With Iraq (student essay)

Peer review
5
9/28-30
2FD
Introductions &


handouts TBA








conclusions










Peer review



6        
 10/5-7
3RD
Constructing arguments

Hacker Hacker 57-85




Peer review


King, The Ways of Meeting Oppression

7
10/12-14  3FD
Parallelism


Hacker 93-6

Word choice


Hacker 131-74
Peer review


Lutz, Doubts About Doublespeak



8           
10/19-21
Review for midterm

Crayola Curriculum debate








Labi, Classrooms For Sale
9
10/26-28
Midterm



Krishnamurti, The School



Midterm discussion

Gatto, Against School

10
11/2-4     4RD
Coordination/subordination; 
Hacker 117-24


sentence types; sentence 



11
11/9-11
 4FD
Fragments


Hacker 225-240

Run-ons

12          11/16-18
  5FD
Peer review



Pronoun agreement/reference
Hacker 203-11


13       11/23
5FD
Editing/proofreading
My Most Traumatic Experience (student essay)
No class
W 11/25
 (Thanksgiving Break)




14      11/30-12/2
6RD
Peer review






 




Critical reading


Chomsky, What Makes Mainstream Media...

15
12/7-9
6FD
Review for final

16    
12/14

Final exam

