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Dear Geography 103 student,

Hello! And welcome to Geography 103, Physical Geography, You have chosen a great class!  Have you ever wondered why it gets windy every afternoon in Carson City?  Do we need to worry about hurricane or tornado season here in Nevada? Does toilet water really spin the other way in Australia? After taking this class, you won't have to spend any more sleepless nights on these pressing issues. Or maybe you'll spend a lot more sleepless nights on issues in geography that you don't even know about yet. Which ever, I guarantee that, after this class, you'll never look at the earth the same way again!

My name is Winnie Kortemeier. You may call me Winnie, Mrs. Kortemeier, or Professor Kortemeier, your choice. I've been studying earth sciences for a long time. I've got a Bachelors degree (Furman University in South Carolina) and a Masters degree (Arizona State University), both in geology, and I’m currently working on a Ph.D. in geology at UNR. Before I started teaching, I worked for a mining company and a land survey company doing all kinds of activities related to geology and geography (maps, maps everywhere…).

Geography is great fun, but it is a science. That means that you will also work hard. You will need to be able to devote study time to this class EVERY WEEK. How much time will vary greatly from individual to individual, but I can guarantee that it will need to happen every week at some point. (This class discourages procrastination.)  In return for your hard work every week, I promise to never give you "busy-work", to always let you know what is expected of you, to help you succeed in your course goals, and to open your eyes to the geography around you.  

Sincerely,

Winnie Kortemeier

Earth Science Professor

Western Nevada College
WNC
GEOGRAPHY 103 COURSE SYLLABUS

3 credits
Geography 103 - Physical Geography 
This is a university parallel course intended to acquaint the student with the physical aspects of geography including climates, land forms, vegetation patterns, meteorology, and soils.

Course Objectives
At the conclusion of the class, the successful student will:
*  have gained factual knowledge about physical geography, including latitude and longitude, seasons and time, maps, the atmosphere, climates, biogeography, soils and landforms 
* have learned fundamental principles, generalizations, or theories in relation to physical geography 
* have gained a broader understanding and appreciation of science in general, and physical geography in particular. 
* be able to apply the knowledge learned in the class to discern and understand the geography around them.
* understand the methods of science and the role of science and technology in the modern world

* be able to read and think critically at the college level

* be able to apply analytical and mathematical problem-solving skills to geographical issues
Class Information
Place: 

WNC Carson campus, Bristlecone 322 
Time: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30 – 10:45 
Text: 
Physical Geography of the Global Environment, 3rd  ed., by deBlij et al
Instructor: 
Winnie Kortemeier


Office: Bris 325,  Phone: 445-4285,   E-mail: kortemei@wnc.edu

Required supplies: large Good, white eraser. Assortment of pens AND pencils. Cheap calculator, 3 ring binder, 1-inch or greater. Activated WNC e-mail address (if you have not activated your account, go to WNC website and follow directions).
Grading Policy: 
Each student will be graded on the basis of their performance on lab experiences quizzes, homework assignments, a midterm and a final exam,. Grades will be determined as follows:

Lab experiences      
 10%

abstracts 

10%

Weekly quizzes
40% 
Midterm Exam
20%
Final Exam

20%

TOTAL

100%

Letter grades will be determined as follows: 
93–100% = A


73-76%   = C

In addition, any student who 
90-92%   = A-

70-72%   = C-

cheats on any assignment, quiz or 
87-89%   = B+

67-69%   = D+
test will be given an “F” in the 
83-86%   = B


63-66%   = D

course. No discussion.  No matter
80-82%   = B-


60-62%   = D-
how compelling the opportunity,
77–79%   = C+


0-59%     = F

DO NOT CHEAT IN THIS CLASS!

Attendence, Make-up Policy, and General Information
The abstracts will consist of approximately 3 short reports using on-line resources. The abstracts will be due one week after being assigned. Abstracts may be turned in up to one week after the due date, but late assignments will be marked down 20%..
The midterm and final will consist of multiple choice and paragraph answer questions. The material is taken from the class notes, questions and hints, homework assigments, labs, quizzzes,  and the chapters in your book. You are allowed to bring an 8 ½ x 5 ½  piece of paper (1/2 of a regular sheet of paper), material on one side only, to each test with any information on it that you desire. If you cannot be present for the midterm or final, you are required to contact me before the test is administered to schedule a make-up time. The make-up test must be taken (in my office and with me present) before the next scheduled class. In addition, make-up tests may not be allowed the use of the 8 ½ x 5 ½  piece of paper filled with notes. 

The quizzes will be given weekly, approximately, and will be completed on-line using the WebCT program. The material for the quizzes will be from the class notes and the Questions and Hints in your class manual. They will be open book and open note, but will be timed and must be the student’s own work. 

Due to the broad variety and great number of graded assignments in this class, there is no extra credit in this course. Period. In general, late work can be turned in up to 1 week after the due date, but will be marked down 20% for lateness. 
Do your best to attend every scheduled class session. If you must be absent, remember that YOU are responsible for all missed course work and assignments. You may contact me for information on what was missed, or you may choose to contact one of your classmates for the information. All course paperwork is in your class manual. 

Attendance is the key to a successful learning experience in this course!
Some “Don’ts”

· Cell phones need to be put away and turned off for the entire class. 

· No chewing tobacco

· No meals. Cold (non-smelly) snacks are OK. 

OFFICE HOURS

See schedule below for office hours. Other hours by appointment. Just call or email me. I'm also in my office many other hours of the week and you are welcome to drop in to see me at any time. 

Winnie’s Spring 2010 schedule

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	 
	
	
	
	
	Meetings and appointments as scheduled

	9:30-10:45 am
	GEOL 100 C01

Bris 322
9:30-10:45
	Geog 103 C01

Bris 322

9:30-10:45
	GEOL 100 C01

Bris 322
9:30-10:45
	Geog 103 C01

Bris 322

11:00-12:15
	

	11:00-12:15 am


	Geol 101 C01

Bris 322

11:00-12:15


	OFFICE HOURS

10:45-12:15
	Geol 101 C01

Bris 322

11:00-12:15


	OFFICE HOURS

10:45-1:00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1:00 pm
	Geol 103 CL1

Bris 322

1:00-3:45


	
	OFFICE HOURS

1:00-2:15
	GEOL 100 C03

Bris 322
1:00 – 345
	

	2:00 pm
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3:00 pm
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4:00 pm
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WNC GEOG 103 KORTEMEIER
SUGGESTED COURSE OUTLINE


Week.

TOPIC







READING

1. Intro to Physical Geography, Spheres of the Earth system,

Unit 1, 2, 4

The Earth in the Universe

2.  Earth-Sun Relationships






Unit 3,5

3. Mapping the Earth's Surface

 



Unit 3


4. Composition and Structure of the Atmosphere



Unit 6

5. Atmospheric Heat and Temperature  

 


Unit 7, 8

6. Pressure and Wind, Circulation Patterns

  


Unit 9, 10

7. Atmospheric Moisture







Unit 12

8. Atmospheric Moisture / Midterm Exam

SPRING BREAK
9. Precipitation & Weather systems, 


 
  

Unit 13, 14

10. Weather tracking and forecasting 





Unit 15

11. Climates









Unit 16-19

12.  Biogeography and Plants
  





Unit 26.27
 


13. Zoogeography





Unit 28

14.  Soils









Unit 23-25

15. Physiography of the US






Unit 52

16. FINAL EXAM

 Student's role in Geog 103

· Be in class. On time too! The more you are here, the better your grade will be. Guaranteed.

· Take thorough notes. If I talk about it, it's fair game for tests and exams. But don't try to write down what I say word for word. You'll kill yourself. And it's usually in the book anyway. 

· Keep material organized. I give tons of handouts. Get a three ring binder and use it!

·  Take part in class. Ask questions, answer questions, work with your classmates. Smile or nod every once in a while. Your sleeping or inattention bothers me.

· If you miss a class, call a classmate to find out what you missed. Contact me to get materials you need. Be prepared for the next class.

· Study for your tests and exams. Read the book, go over your notes, talk to a classmate. Tests and exams are your opportunities to show me what you are learning. Don't miss these opportunities to "strut your stuff".

· When I'm lecturing, pay attention. Talking to your classmates distracts me and the other students. 

· Treat instructor and classmates with respect.

· Know what Winnie Cows represent. 
Instructors role in Geog. 103

· Answer all questions so that students understand.

· Talk slowly enough and with enough pauses so that students can take thorough notes.

· Be available in office, by telephone and by email to help students.

· Show students that science is FUN.

· Help students develop good study and learning habits.

· Treat all in classroom with respect.

· Be prepared and on time for class.

· Facilitate discussions. 

· Draw good Winnie Cows.
Class Progress: Tracking Sheet
	Quizzes
	Score
	Average
	Average X .40 

= Points Earned toward 100

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5 
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	

	Labs
	Score
	Average
	Average X .10 

= Points Earned toward 100

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	Homework


	Score
	Average
	Score X .10 

= Points Earned toward 100

	
	
	
	

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	Midterm and Final
	
	Average
	Score X .40 

= Points Earned toward 100
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Geography 103

Units 1, 2, and 4

The Earth in the Universe

Monty Python's Cosmology Song

From “The Meaning of Life”

Whenever life gets you down Mrs. Brown

and things seem hard or tough

and people are stupid, obnoxious, or daft

and you  feel that you've had quite enough.........

Just remember that you're standing on a planet that's evolving,

revolving at 900 miles an hour.

That's orbiting at 90 miles a second, so its reckoned

a sun that is source of all our power. 

The sun, and you and me, and all the stars that we can see,

are moving at a million miles a day, 

in an outer spiral arm at forty thousand miles an hour 

of the galaxy we call the Milky Way. 

Our galaxy itself contains a hundred billion stars, 

its a hundred thousand light years side to side. 

It bulges in the middle 16 thousand light years thick, 

but out by us its just three thousand light years wide. 

We're thirty thousand light years from galactic central point, 

we go round every two hundred million years. 

And our galaxy is only one of millions of billions

in this amazing and expanding universe.

The universe itself keeps on expanding and expanding, 

in all of the directions it can whiz, 

as fast as it can go - 

the speed of light you know, 

twelve million miles a minute 

and that's the fastest speed there is. 

So remember when you're feeling very small and insecure, 

how amazingly unlikely is your birth, 

and pray that there's intelligent life somewhere up in space, 

‘cause there's buggerall down here on earth.

Questions and Hints Units 1,2,4

1. How and when do scientists think our universe began? (give details)

2. When and where did light elements (hydrogen and helium) form? When and where did the heavier elements form?

3. What are the differences between the inner and the outer planets and why do these differences exist?

4. Explain why we see the Milky Way Galaxy as a swath of stars across the night sky. Two reasons. 

5. Give three scientific disciplines that evolved out of physical geography and explain what each studies.

6. What is the difference between physical and cultural geography?

7. What star is our closest neighbor (not including our sun)?

8. In which direction do the planets revolve? rotate? How about the sun?

9 What should happen to the universe in approx. 40 billion years? Explain the consequences. (two scenarios.)

10 What galaxy is our solar system in? In what part of the galaxy are we located? What galaxy is our nearest neighbor?

11 What controls how much gravity a body has associated with it?

12 Make 10 comparisons between planets using Table 4-1.

13. How fast is everything in the universe moving out from the point of the big bang? (see the Monty Python song)
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