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BUS 101
INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS
REQUIRED TEXT: Understanding Business, Ninth Edition by Nickels
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Provides the student a broad background about the modern business world. This is a very important course for students who are considering choosing a business major.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  After completing the course, the student should be able to demonstrate a basic understanding of the business environment as well as developing a working knowledge of the various segments of business. 
EVALUATION OF PERFORMANCE:  Your final course grade will be weighed on based on the following areas:

Examinations (Mid-Term/Final) 60%

93 to 100 = A
73 to 76 = C

Chapter Quizzes


  20%

90 to 92   = A-
70 to 72 = C-

Business Plan


  10%

87 to 89   = B+
67 to 69 = D+

Writing Exercises

  
  10%

83 to 86   = B
63 to 66 = D








80 to 82   = B-
60 to 62 = D-







77 to 79   = C+
Below 60 = W

The instructor reserves the right to issue a grade of “F” if warranted (i.e. academic dishonesty as defined by the college policy on academic integrity), however, in most cases a grade of a “W” will be issued if the student fails to complete the course or earns a final grade which is below 60%.

EXAMINATIONS:  There will be 2 examinations given throughout the semester.  Exams are done online and will consist of multiple choice questions.  The exams will be timed, however you are allowed to use you book during the exams.  You are expected to do your own work!
CHAPTER QUIZZES:  At the end of each chapter you will be required to complete a short quiz.  The quizzes are done online.   These are designed to review the basic concepts that you should have learned in the chapter. There is no time limit on the quizzes and you are allowed to use your books when completing the quiz.  Once again, you are expected to do your own work.
BUSINESS PLAN: During the course of the semester, you will be required to develop a business plan, which will describe the nature of a hypothetical business of your choosing.  This business plan will identify your target market, the advantages your business will have in relation to any competition, and the resources and qualifications of the owner. 
WRITING EXERCISES:  At the end of each chapter, you will be required to respond to a set of questions.  These questions are designed to test your understanding of important topics in the chapter.  Be prepared to fully discuss each question.  One sentence answers are not enough. 
CHAPTERS COVERED: For a list of chapters that we will be covering and when they will be covered, please refer to the calendar once you log into the Blackboard Learning System that we will be using for this class. 

HOW TO SUCCEED IN THIS CLASS:  The more time you put into the class, the more you will get out of it.  Because this is a condensed class, we will be moving at a rapid pace.  We will be covering two chapters per week.  Even though you can pretty much work at your own pace, DO NOT FALL BEHIND!  To try and help keep you on track, I will post the SUGGESTED due dates for all assignments.  You should plan on spending approximately 10 hours per week in this class. If you do not think you will be able to devote that much time to this class, you might want to re-evaluate taking this class during the summer. Here is a suggested breakdown of the hours you should be spending on each area each week:

Reading the Chapters: 


 2 to 4 hours (1 to 2 hours per chapter)

Completing Chapter Quizzes: 

     2    hours (1 hour per chapter)

Work on Business Plan:


     2    hours (1 hour per chapter)

Writing Exercises:


          2 to 4 hours (1 to 2 hours per chapter)

COMPLETE EACH WEEKLY ASSIGNMENT IN THE FOLLOWING ORDER:

1. Please take the time to read the chapters!!  That is probably the most important thing you can do to succeed in this course.  The book is very reader friendly.  Do not attempt to complete the assignments by “winging it” without reading the chapter.  You will be very disappointed in your results. You are not on your own in this class. I am always available to answer any questions you may have.  Unlike a traditional class, I cannot look into your eyes to see if you have that “deer in the headlights look”.  Therefore, I will not know if you do not understand something unless you ask me.  If you do not ask questions, I will assume that you understand the material. 

2. Complete the Writing Exercises
3. After you have read the chapter and have a good feel for the information, take the Chapter Quiz.  

4. Work on your Business Plan (After chapter 6)
