CH 201

Ancient and Medieval Cultures
Revised:  August 30 2010
Revised by:  Doris Dwyer, Ph. D.

Number of Credits:  3

Transfers to  UNR and TMCC as CH 201; generally meets the requirements for His 105 at other institutions
Prerequisite: Eng 101; Eng 102
Students who complete a degree or certificate of achievement at WNC are able to demonstrate appropriate:

Communication:

1) college level writing skills

2) oral communication skills

3) college-level reading skills

Analysis

1) demonstrate knowledge of appropriate critical thinking skills

2) use appropriate principles of reasoning and decision-making
3) locate and evaluate information

Personal Development
1) demonstrate knowledge of and ability to use effective and efficient learning skill

I) INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION
Doris Dwyer, Ph. D.

Office:  Virgil Getto Hall, Rm. 316
 Phone:  775-423-8330, ext 2233
              775-217-9346 (cell)

 Email:  ddwyer@wnc.edu
OFFICE HOURS:

 Mon.   10:30-11:00 AM; 12:15-12:45 PM
 Tues.    9:00-9:30 AM; 10:45-11;15 AM; 3:00-4:00 PM; 6:45-7:15 PM
 Wed.    10:30-11:00 AM; 3:30-4:00 PM; 6:45-7:15 PM
                Thurs   9:00-9:30 AM; 10:45-11:15 AM
                Fri       meetings, prep, professional activity; available by appointment
II) COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Provides an introduction to Greek, Roman and Judeo-Christian culture through the Middle Ages.  Formerly WT 201

 COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the major trends and ideas of 
Early European Civilization

Demonstrate reading and written and oral communications skills commensurate with a college level course.  We will measure this objective by frequent quizzing and testing, employing a variety of test measurements:  essay, short answer and multiple choice (quizzes).

Demonstrate critical thinking skills.  We will develop this in class discussions and through critical questions on the exams.

III) GRADING POLICY AND PROCEDURES:

Written work will be graded in terms of accuracy, completeness, development of thought, organization and grammar.  Exams must be legible and in ink.  Discussion will be evaluated in terms of quality and consistency (on whether your discussion enhances the quality of the class; disruptive or irrelevant comments are not advised).  NO EXTRA CREDIT IS PERMITTED)  The highest two exam scores (averaged) will count 65%.  The quizzes (averaged) will count 20%.  The outside assignment will count 15%.
The national standard (and the standard included in the WNCC catalogue) for time spent on college academic courses is two hours for every hour spent in class (5-6 hours per week, on average).
The following grade scale is in effect:

A    93-100      B-   80-82       D+  68-69     
A-   90-92       C+  78-79        D    63-67     F    for cases of academic dishonesty
B+  88-89        C   73-77        D-   60-62     W – the instructor does not give W
B    83-87        C-  70-72        F-     0-59
TESTS AND QUIZZES:
There will be three exams, including the final exam.  The tests will consist primarily of essay, short answer and map locations.  The tests are based on the material presented in class; so good note taking is essential.  All tests are kept on file in the instructor’s office.  You have access to the graded exams at any time.

             There will occasional, announced quizzes over the literary readings  

             MAKE-UP POLICY:

             Testing facilities are extremely limited this semester.  Missed exams can be made

             up only for exceptional circumstances and with documentation (police report,

             Dr. documentation, etc)    Please plan to take the test when it is scheduled

.            and don’t assume that a make-up is possible without concrete documentation

Quizzes (as opposed to exams)  can not be made up.
ATTENDANCE POLICY:

You are responsible for all assigned readings on the days on which they are due, and for all lecture and discussion materials.  Understanding of the material is difficult if your attendance is erratic; class participation is seriously compromised

by frequent absences.  More than three absences, beginning with the first day of class, may result in a request that you withdrawal from the class.  In accordance with Nevada state law, attendance will be taken as a matter of record.  Tardiness or early departure in excess of 15 minutes will be counted toward the absence total.  Tardiness is disruptive and rude; please arrive on time.  Each student is responsible for making at least one office appointment during the semester to discuss progress in the class.  This requirement is intended to encourage class retention and maximize your chance of success.

INCOMPLETE POLICY:


Incompletes are rarely given.  Students must complete a request for incomplete,


have completed 75% of the work and have abided by the attendance policy.    
            Incompletes are approved only for exceptional circumstances.   Please be aware

            that if you receive an incomplete that you are required to complete the


work.  If you do not intend to complete the work please do not ask for an 

            Incomplete. 
DISABILITIES POLICY:

Any student who feels that he or she may need accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs.

This should be done at the beginning of the semester.  You will also need to contact the Disability Support Services Officer, Susan Trist at 775-445-3275 (Carson Campus)

             CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR:
              Civil and courteous behavior is essential in this class.  No private conversations 

              during lass, no emotional outbursts and no cell phones or text messaging or 

               ipod use during class.  Inappropriate or disruptive behavior result in a referral to

               a WNC administrator.

 ACADEMIC HONESTY:

             True academic achievement is based on academic honesty.  An honor code exists 

             in this class that prohibits plagiarism and other forms of academic fraud.  

             Plagiarism includes copying material directly from a source, and/or failure to 

             show where you found the material.  The practice of plagiarism or other forms

            of dishonesty (such as submitting someone else’s work as your own or cheating

            during an exam or quiz) will result in a failing grade for the course.

HONORS PROGRAM:

            The college has an honors program for students with at least a 3.0 GPA.  Specific 

            requirements include an honors project over and above the normal course

            requirements.  You may contact Lori Magnante at 445-4449 for further details
V          TEXTBOOKS:  

Perry, Western Civilization:  A Brief History, Vol I: to 1789
Perry et al, The Humanities in the Western Tradition, Vol I

Rand McNally Historical Atlas

Euripides, Medea
 Chaucer, Canterbury Tales
 Access to a dictionary
Your continued attendance constitutes acceptance of these policies
READING ASSIGNMENTS FOR CH 201

August 31


Introduction to the course; handouts
After distributing the syllabus and course assignments, we will consider the nature of  culture, civilization and the agricultural revolution.  What is the bridge between culture and civilization?  What are the implications of the agricultural revolution?
September 2


Perry,  Chpt One, pp. 4-11




Perry et al, Chpt One, selections introduction, 1, 2, and 3




Quiz

This morning we will consider the nature of Sumerian (late known as Mesopotamian) civilization, the earliest civilization from the western tradition?  How are the characteristics of civilization (from the handout) reflected in this society?  What do the literary selections have to say about this civilization?
September 7


Perry, Chpt One, pp. 11-21




Perry, et al.,Chpt Two, selections 4 and 5




Quiz
The subject for today is ancient Egyptian civilization?  How are the characteristics of civilization reflected in this civilization?  What do the literary selections reveal about this society?
September 9


Perry, Chpt Two




Perry et al, Chpt Two, selections  introduction 1, 2, 3, 4




Quiz

Today we will consider the nature of ancient Hebrew society, with special emphasis on the Hebrew commitment to monotheism and law.  How are these concepts reflected in the readings?
September 14


Perry, Chpt Three, pp. 33-41




Perry, et al, Chpt Three, introduction and selections 1, 2




Quiz

This week we begin our consideration of classical Greek culture.  Important pre-classical Greek civilizations include Mycenae and Minoan culture.  We will be addressing the Homeric tradition and the works of Hesiod
September 16


Perry, Chpt Three, pp. 41-58





Perry et al., Chpt Three, selection 3




Quiz

Today we will be examining the concept of the polis. The most famous examples is that of the polis of Athens, the society that produced Euripides, among other great playwrights.  What kind of value system is suggested by the Funeral Oration of Pericles,,by the great historian Thucydides.


September 21


Euripides, Medea;  Quiz
We will begin our consideration of the great Greek tragedy Medea.  What do you see as the major themes of this work?  How would you assess the character of Jason, Medea, Creon and Aegeus?   What is the role of geography in this play?
September 23


Euripides, Medea

We will continue our consideration of Medea andwill see clips from film adaptations of the play

September 28


Perry, et al, Chpt 3, selection 5, Sophocles, quiz
We will consider the great playwright Sophocles, with emphasis on the Oedipus trilogy

September 30


First exam
October 5


Perry, Chpt 3, pp. 58-67




Perry, et al., Chpt 4, introduction,  selections 1,  3




Quiz

This morning the subject is Hellenistic civilization.  What is the impetus for the shift from Hellenic to Hellenistic civilization?  What is the role of Alexander the Great

October 7


Perry, Chpt 4, pp.  69-81




Perry et al, Chpt 5, introduction, selection 1 




Quiz

Today we will be examining the Roman Republic.  Who are the Etruscans?  What is the relationship between Hellenistic culture and the Roman Republic?
October 12


Perry et al, Chpt 4, pp. 81-95




Perry, et al., Chpt 5, selection 4 (Aeneid only) and 5, Quiz




Film and book selections due by today
We will be contrasting the Roman Republic with the Roman Empire.  We will be examining examples of  Roman art, architecture and music
October 14


Perry, Chpt 5, p. 97-105




Perry, et al., Chpt 6, introduction, selections 1, 2, 3




Quiz

What are the beliefs that Christians have in common?  What is the relationship between Hebrew culture and Christianity?  What is the role of the Apostle Paul?
October 19


Perry, Chpt 5, pp. 105-113




Perry, et al., Chpt 6, selection 5; Quiz

Today we consider the structure of early Christianity, especially the institutions of monasticism and the papal tradition.
October 21


Perry, Chpt. 6, pp. 119-122



            Perry et al, Chpt 7, selections 2 and 3; Quiz


This morning we consider the basic traditions and belief system of Islam.   We will discuss the role of the Koran and examine examples of Islamic art and music

October  26


TBA
October 28


Perry, Chpt 6, pp. 116-119




Perry, et al., Chpt 7, selection 1; Quiz
Today we examine the Byzantine tradition and how Eastern Orthodox Christianity differs from the Christian tradition that developed in the West.  We will listen to a Byzantine chant and  view examples of Byzantine art
November 2


Perry, Chpt 6, pp. 122-128





Perry, et al, Chpt 7 selection 6; Quiz
Our subject for today is Charlemagne and the Carolingian Renaissance.  What are Charlemagne’s cultural accomplishments?  Why is he considered the greatest political leader of the early Middle Ages?

November 4


Second Exam
November 9


Perry, Chpt 6, pp. 128-145; Quiz
Today we will be considering the feudal/manorial system that was an attempt at political, legal and economic unity.  We will consider the castle as the architectural symbol of the feudal system

November 11


Veterans’ Day; no class
November 16


Perry, Chpt 7, pp 147-157




Perry, et al., selection 1, 2, 3, and 4; quiz
This week we examine the high middle ages, and the idea of synthesis.  We will consider especially St. Thomas Aquinas.  We will examine the music of Hildegarde von Bingen

November 18


no reading assignment




Film/book analysis due today

November 23


handouts

Today we will examine the concept of synthesis in architecture.  We will view images of Romanesque and Gothic church architecture as examples of the architectural expression of Christian theology.


November 25


Thanksgiving Day; no class
November 30


Perry, et al, Chpt 9, selection 6; Quiz
We will be discussing the role of Dante in the High Middle Ages, with emphasis on his great work The Divine Comedy
December 2


Perry, Chpt  7, pp. 157-167; quiz
The subject for today is the decline of the middle ages; this decline paves the way for the Renaissance.  The disastrous 14th century included the crisis of the papacy, the rise of religious dissent, famine, plague and peasant revolt

December 7


Chaucer, General Prologue, Wife of Bath’s prologue,




Wife of Bath; Quiz

December 9


Chaucer, Knight’s Tale; The Miller’s Prologue; Miller’s 




Tale, Quiz

December 14


Final Exam

This schedule is subject to revision
