HIST 111

SURVEY OF AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY

Revised:  August 30, 2010
Revised by:  Doris Dwyer, Ph. D.

Number of Credits:  3

Transfers to institutions within UCCSN as His 111

Prerequisite:  None

Students who complete a degree or certificate of achievement at WNC are able to demonstrate appropriate:

Communication:

1) College level skills in reading, writing and oral communication appropriate to their degree and/or major
Analysis

1) Have problem solving, creative and critical thinking skills
Personal Development
1) Have effective and efficient learning skills, including the location and evaluation of information
2) Understand the importance of cultural traditions, diversity, and ethics in the modern world

Community Commitment
1) know the basic principles and processes of government at the local, state, national and international levels.

I) INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION
Doris Dwyer, Ph. D.

Office:  Virgil Getto Hall

 Phone:  775-423-8330, ext 2233
              775-217-9346  Email:  ddwyer@wnc.edu
OFFICE HOURS:

 Mon.    10:30-11:00 AM; 12:15-12:45 PM;
 Tues.    9:00-9:30 AM; 10:45-11:15 AM; 3:00-4:00 PM;  6:45-7:15 PM
               Wed.   10:30-11:00 AM; 3:30-4:00 PM; 6:45-7:15 PM 
               Thurs   9:00-9:30 AM; 10:45-11:15 AM
               Friday  meetings, prep, professional activities; available by appointment

II) COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Teaches the origin, development, history of the Nevada and United States Constitutions.  Course will examine the American judicial system through a number of significant decisions and will analyze the individuals who made those decisions.

III) COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1. Gain factual knowledge (origins, terminology, classifications of law, and unique characteristics) about the Nevada and United States Constitutions.
2. Learn the basic structure and functions of the Federal and Nevada judicial systems

3. Learn several significant decisions of the United States Supreme Court

4. Learn to apply course materials and presentations to improve analytical skills and rational thinking

IV) GRADING POLICY AND PROCEDURES:

Written work will be graded in terms of accuracy, completeness, development of thought, organization and grammar.  Exams must be legible and in ink.  Discussion will be evaluated in terms of quality and consistency (on whether your discussion enhances the quality of the class; disruptive or irrelevant comments are not advised).  NO EXTRA CREDIT IS PERMITTED.  The average of your test scores will count 75% (you may drop your lowest test score).  Quizzes will be averaged (you may drop the lowest quiz score).**  The quiz average will count 20%.   The Nevada Constitution test (scheduled outside of class) is worth 5%
**You may drop a second quiz score if you make two appointments in the Academic Skills Center (each session must be for at least 60 minutes).  You can also substitute 60 minute sessions with the peer mentor or attend the study skills workshops. Scheduled for the first few weeks of the semester.

The national standard (and the standard included in the WNC catalogue) for time spent on college academic courses is two hours for every hour spent in class (5-6 hours per week, on average).
The following grade scale is in effect:

A    93-100      B-   80-82       D+  68-69      
A-   90-92       C+  78-79        D    63-67     F    for cases of academic dishonesty
B+  88-89        C   73-77        D-   60-62      
B    83-87        C-  70-72        F       0-59     the instructor does not give a W
TESTS AND QUIZZES:
There will be three exams, including the final exam.  The tests will consist primarily of short essay, short answer and objective questions based on the material presented in class, so good note taking is essential.  All tests are kept on file in the instructor’s office.  You have access to the graded exams at any time.

There will also be a quiz on the The Sagebrush State.  The quiz will be based on questions provided to you and this quiz is scheduled outside of class hours.

Quizzes are given each class period at the beginning of class on the reading assignment for that day.  Latecomers can not make up the quiz.  The purpose of the quizzes is to 1) increase your reading comprehension skills 2) improve the quality of class discussion 3) provide incentives to come to class and keep up with your assignments in a timely manner.  Because the quizzes are intended to improve the quality of your class participation, quizzes will not be counted unless you stay for the entire class.
           ACADEMIC SKILLS CENTER:
             The academic skills center is an additional resource for students in this class.  
            Assistance with study skills is available by peer tutors trained by the ASC. 

            Assistance is also available with some of the academic content of this class.

             MAKE-UP POLICY:

             Exams may be made up in exceptional circumstances only and at the discretion 
 of the instructor.   Testing facilities are extremely limited this semester so please plan to take the test on the scheduled testing day.  All missed tests will 
require documentation if you are requesting a make-up.  Do not assume that a make-up is possible, but I will work with you if you provide documentation (police report, hospital admission form, documentation, etc).  Make-ups, if approved, need to be taken within one week of the original test date.   Make-up exams may involve more restrictive formats.  Quizzes (as opposed to exams) can not be made up
ATTENDANCE POLICY:

You are responsible for all assigned readings on the days on which they are due, and for all lecture and discussion materials.  Understanding of the material is difficult if your attendance is erratic; class participation is seriously compromised

by frequent absences.  More three absences, beginning with the first day of class, may result in a request that you withdraw from the class.  In accordance with Nevada state law, attendance will be taken as a matter of record. Tardiness is disruptive and rude; please arrive on time.  Each student is responsible for making at least one office appointment during the semester to discuss progress in the class.  This requirement is intended to encourage class retention and maximize your chance of success.  
             INCOMPLETE POLICY:


Incompletes are rarely given.  Students who have not completed their work by    

 finals week will be graded on the work completed (and zeroes for required work not completed) unless previous arrangements have been made. Students must complete a request for incomplete form and have completed 75% of the class work with a C average and must meet the attendance requirement for the course.  Incompletes are approved only for exceptional circumstances.  Please note that if you apply for an incomplete that you are required to complete the work during the following semester.  If you do not intend to complete the work please do not ask for an incomplete.
WITHDRAWALS:

I am hopeful that each student in this class will complete the course and earn three credit hours for His 111.  In the event that you must drop this class, it is your responsibility to officially withdraw from the class.  Students who stop coming to class without withdrawing will receive a grade of zero for all work not completed.  All students who stop attending will receive a letter grade if they do not officially withdraw (you do not receive a W unless you officially drop the class before the deadline).  Students can drop until the Friday preceding final exam week.
CLASSROOM DECORUM:

The use of cell phones and other electronic communications devices is prohibited in this class.  Please take care of your restroom needs BEFORE class and plan to stay for the entire class.  Talking during class is prohibited unless you share your thoughts with the entire class; comments relevant to the class material only.  You will treat your fellow students with respect at all times in the classroom.  Disruptive or uncivil students will be asked to leave class and will be referred to a
 WNC administrator.
PEER MENTOR PROGRAM:
This semester students in this class have the benefit of a peer mentor.  The peer mentor attends  class periodically and is available for consultation to any student in this class.  Our peer mentor for the semester is Kathleen Levine..  Contact information will be provided the first day of class.  Please take advantage of this marvelous program that is intended to encourage student success and increase retention in this class

DISABILITIES POLICY:

WNC supports providing equal access for students with disabilities.  Susan Trist (DSS Coordinator) is available to discuss appropriate academic accommodations that students may require.  Please either meet with me or contact Susan (445-3275) at your earliest convenience.
             ACADEMIC HONESTY:

             True academic achievement is based on academic honesty.  An honor code exists 

             in this class that prohibits plagiarism and other forms of academic fraud.  

             Plagiarism includes copying material directly from a source, and/or failure to 

             show where you found the material.  The practice of plagiarism or other forms

            of dishonesty (such as submitting someone else’s work as your own or cheating

            during an exam or quiz) will result in a failing grade for the course.

            CORE HUMANITIES REQUIREMENT:

            This course is an approved substitute for CH 203, which is the third of the 

            required humanities sequence required of UNR students.  This course will

            satisfy the CH 203 requirement if the entire substitution sequence is completed

            prior to enrolling at UNR.  Please see a counselor about the CH requirement

            if you are planning to attend UNR.  
            HONORS PROGRAM:

            The college has an honors program for students with at least a 3.0 GPA.  Specific 

            requirements include an honors project over and above the normal course

            requirements.  Contact Lori Magnante at 445-4449 for further information
V          TEXTBOOKS:  
Monk, The Words We Live By    
Stites, John Marshall; Defender of the Constitution                    
Alderman & Kennedy, In Our Defense:  The Bill of Rights in Action

Irons, The Courage of Their Convictions

 Bowers, The Sagebrush State, 3rd ed.

 handouts, access to a dictionary
Your continued attendance constitutes acceptance of these policies
READING ASSIGNMENTS FOR HIS 111

September 1


Introduction to the Class




Handout on the Declaration of Independence

This afternoon you will have an opportunity to discuss the written policies and requirements of the course.  We will discuss basic concepts of the course, such as democracy, republic, federalism and constitutionalism.  Also we will discuss influence of John Locke on the Declaration of Independence.
September 8


Monk, pp. 9-17.  Quiz on the Monk reading
We will be dissecting the Declaration of Independence, so please pay attention to the structure of the document.  Notice that the tone of the document changes as it goes along.  We will consider briefly the major features of the first attempt at an American Constitution—the Articles of Confederation and the Preamble of the Constitution
September 15


Monk, pp. 18-61; Quiz on the Monk reading
Today we begin our discussion of the legislative branch of the national government, comprised of the U. S. Congress, a bicameral institution including two houses—the House of Representatives and the U. S. Senate.  We will discuss the reasons for bicameralism and the division of power between the two houses of Congress, carefully constructed by the founding fathers to prevent the abuse of power by the branch of government assumed to be the most powerful of the three branches of the federal government.

September 22


Monk, pp, 62-88.  Quiz on the Monk reading
The subject for this week is the Executive Branch, described in Article Two.  We will be discussing the Constitutional qualifications for serving as president and the constitutional powers of the presidency.   Lastly we will consider the electoral college, the means by which the president is chosen.
September 29


First Exam (do not be late for the exam)




Monk, pp. 89-103
The first part of the class (60 minutes or so) will be devoted to the exam over the material that we have covered in class up to this point.  Following the exam we will consider the federal judiciary and the functions of the federal courts, of which the head is the Supreme Court.  We will also be discussing the concept of treason, the only crime defined in the American Constitution, and the concept of judicial review, the primary power of the judicial branch
October  6

         Monk, pp. 104-189; quiz on the Monk Reading
Today we will be briefly discussing the Articles IV through VII, with emphasis on Article Five, which outlines the methods by which the Constitution is amended.  We will begin our consideration of the amendments, with emphasis on the Bill of Rights—which is comprised of the first ten amendments to the American Constitution
October 13


Monk, pp. 190-262; quiz on this reading 
This week we will complete our discussion of the amendments to the Constitution, using the framework provided to you in the previous class.  In the case of amendments that have more than one section to them, you are responsible for only section one of those amendments
October 20


Stites, John Marshall; Defender of the Constitution





Quiz
The subject for this week is the influence of John Marshall, unquestionably the greatest chief justice of the Supreme Court in our history.  For what principles did he stand?  For what constitutional interpretations is he responsible?  What are the most significant cases over which he presided?
October 27


Alderman and Kennedy, pp. 25-36
Irons, pp. 83-104; pp, 233-252;  Quiz on today’s     readings
Today we consider the constitutional freedom of speech.  Included in our discussion are the issues of censorship, symbolic speech and hate speech.  Which of these issues is contained in each of the three articles assigned for today?
November 3


Second Exam (do not be late for the exam)




Alderman and Kennedy, pp. 93-111; handouts
The first sixty minutes or so will be devoted to the exam.  Following the exam we will consider the 2nd and 3rd amendments, based on the information in the readings assigned for today.
November 10


Alderman & Kennedy, pp. 39-54; 71-88




Irons, pp. 333-354; quiz on all of the readings for today
We will briefly consider freedom of peaceable assembly before discussion two major components of freedom of the press, 1) prior restraint (censorship) and 2) libel.  Which of these issues is contained in the three articles assigned for today?
November 17


Alderman & Kennedy, pp. 57-68




Irons, pp.  15-35; 207-230; quiz on today’s readings




Last day for Nevada Constitution quizzes

This week we will be considering the religion clauses of the Constitution.  The first amendment contains two religion clauses; please be able to distinguish between the two clauses in the articles assigned for today.
November 24


Thanksgiving Holiday; no class
December 1


Alderman & Kennedy, pp. 149-205.  Reread 





amendments four and five.  Quiz on the assignment for 




today
Today we will consider the contents of amendments four and five.  What protections are actually in amendment four and five?  Which of the provisions of amendment five involve the rights of the accused?  Which provisions do not?   Which provisions are contained in each of the articles assigned for today?
December 8


Alderman & Kennedy, pp. 211-258; 287-310





Reread amendments six and eight.  Quiz on the 





Assignment for today
The subject for this last week of class is amendments six and eight.  Know the provisions of these amendments and which provisions are reflected in the articles assigned for today.
December 15


Third Exam
This schedule is subject to revision
