SYLLABUS

Course Numbers:  MUSA 107, 111, 113, 121, 123, 131,135, 137, 139
Semester:  Spring,2011

Course Name:  Lower Division Clarinet, Euphonium, flute, Horn, Oboe, Saxophone,

Trombone, Trumpet, Tuba

Rev. January 25, 2011

Instructor:  Dr. Stephen H. Farnsley

Credit:  1 semester hour

Instructor Contact Information:


Division Office Phone:  (775) 445-3290

Office Phone:  (775) 267-4148


E-mail:  sfarnsley@wnc.edu or sfarns2678@aol.com
Course Description:

Provides personal introduction to the study of music and performance for a musical instrument.   Class may be repeated for a total of four credits.  Fee covers cost of 14 half-hour lessons.
Transferability of Course within Nevada:


This course partially fulfills the Mission Statement of Western Nevada College,
which is (Catalogue, p. 25), “The Mission of general education at WNC is to provide students with critical life skills that will benefit them in their personal and professional endeavors.”  To that end, this course fulfills the Student Learning Outcome that states, “Students who complete a degree at WNC are expected to demonstrate they have an understanding of fine arts or performing arts.”

Course Objectives:


The student will perform major scales as specified by the instructor.

The student will perform etudes and other pedagogical music literature as specified by the instructor.

The student will practice and perform solo and/or ensemble literature appropriate to the level of experience.
The student will verbally demonstrate comprehension of musical style, content, and terminology appropriate to the instrument and level of experience.
Grading Policy and Procedures:

The student will attend all lessons.  Each lesson will be evaluated and discussed with the student so that the student will be aware of his/her academic status.

Syllabus:  MUSA 135, page 2

throughout the semester.  The student will be informed of the percentage and letter grade for each lesson.  The final semester grade will be an average of the grades for all lessons.  Evidence of regular, well-distributed practice will be a major factor in grading.   (See discussion of practice below.) Each lesson missed without explanation and make up with the instructor’s approval will result in lowering the semester grade by one letter (10%).  The grading scale is as follows:  90 to 100 % = A; 80 to 89% = B; 70 to 79% = C; 60 to 69% = D; below 60% = F.  

Practice:


Regular, well-distributed practice is essential to developing proficiency and 


satisfaction as a musician; therefore, evidence of practice will be a significant

part of the student’s evaluation.  While amount of practice time needed varies depending on many factors, students registered for this one-semester-hour 

credit course should practice for 30 minutes per day at least three to four different days each week for an average (“C”) grade; four to five 30-minute sessions on different days for a good (“B”) grade; and five to six 30-minute sessions on different days for an excellent (“A”) grade.  “Cramming” practice into long, excessive sessions is counterproductive and potentially harmful.
Required Materials:


The student will purchase printed pedagogical materials such as method


books and solos.  Every effort will be made to keep these costs to a minimum. 
Location of Course:  
Cedar Building, Room 115

Method of Instruction:  

The student will be given an assignment to prepare for each lesson.  The assignment will include scales, etudes, and/or solo material, musical terminology, and stylistic and conceptual information related to the instrument.  The student will demonstrate progress toward mastery of the assignment at the following lesson.

Disability Statement:

Students desiring special accommodations due to a documented disability should contact Disability Support Services (Bristlecone Bldg, Rm. 102, phone no. 445-3266 or 445-3275) or Counseling Services for details.

Possible Early Alert Warning System:

Please note that in an effort to help students successfully complete their courses the Counseling office on campus will ask faculty for names of students they feel may be in need of additional assistance.  A counselor may contact you to offer some ideas for success.

