COURSE SYLLABUS—spring 2011
Spanish 212 Second Year Spanish II (SPAN 212/C01)


T/TH 9:30 a.m.-10:45 p.m.

Cedar 313
	Number of credits:  3

	Transferability of course within Nevada: Transfers as SPAN 212 to all Nevada colleges and universities

	Linkage of course to educational program mission and outcomes: This course is designed to allow students to meet the following A.A./A.S./A.G.S  and/or General Education outcomes:

	· College-level writing skills

	· Demonstrate knowledge of appropriate critical thinking skills

	· Appreciate the value and importance of diversity


Instructor:

Vanessa Burch-Urquhart (Part-time Instructor)
Office:


n/a

Division Phone: 
The division phone is 445-3290 (Chelsie Hamtak, Administrative Assistant, Communications and Fine Arts) E-mail is best.



(I can give out my cell phone # if necessary).

E-mail:


vburch@wnc.edu

Office hours:

By Appointment

Cancelled Classes: 
Check the WNC web site and/or call 445-3030 (Carson/Dayton/Reno 



area) or toll-free 1-866-532-5118 (other areas)

Required Texts:
1. A Spanish-English dictionary



2. 501 Spanish Verbs (or something equivalent)



3. A blank journal
Course Description
Continues structural review, conversation and writing, and readings in modern literature. 

Course objectives

Spanish 212, the second semester of first year Spanish, is designed to continue structural review as well as develop language skills through practice in listening, speaking, reading, writing and structural analysis. Upon completion of this course, students are expected to:

A. Be able to write in Spanish incorporating all tenses, vocabulary and other grammatical points learned.

B. Be able to communicate orally in Spanish to ask and answer questions on a variety of everyday topics, describe people and places, and narrate present and past events with a variety of verb tenses.

C. Be able to understand Spanish and develop skills and coping strategies for filling in the gaps. 

D.
      Gain cultural knowledge and awareness through literature, music, history and art 
  
      from various areas of the world in which Spanish is spoken.


Policies and Procedures
Grading

Your grade for the course will be determined in the following manner:


diarios y tarea




50%


1 presentación




10%


1 repaso de un libro



15%


participación/asistencia 


25%

  Grading Scale (to determine final grade)

      93-100 A; 90-92 A-

      87-89 B+; 83-86 B; 80-82 B-

      77-79 C+; 73-76 C; 70-72 C-

      60-69 D

      <60 F*

*The grade of F will be assigned only if a student has failed to officially withdraw from the course and is failing the class. A student may withdraw from the course at any time through May 13, 2011. If a student fails to officially withdraw from the course and has a passing grade at the time, the student will receive a W (withdrawal) for the course.

Classroom/Communication
We will discuss history, music, literature, geography and current events from five different Spanish-speaking countries. All materials will be photocopied and distributed in class. You will be responsible for handing in your 20 total journal entries (1 set of 4 for each country unit) on the last day that country is discussed. In the case of absence, it is your responsibility to find out from another student what was covered, what the homework is, and what will be expected of you on your return. If you cannot contact a classmate, please e-mail or call and leave a message at the Carson office number listed above.

Please make sure to provide me and the students you work with outside of class an e-mail address that is still functioning and that you check regularly.  

I will be happy to meet you outside of class time if you need me to clarify any part of a lesson which you've not understood. The Academic Skills Center may provide tutoring at no extra charge.

I encourage any student needing to request accommodations for a specific disability to please meet with me or the DSS coordinator, Susan Trist (445-3275), at your earliest convenience to ensure timely and appropriate accommodations. 

Please note that in an effort to help students successfully complete their courses, Counseling Services will ask faculty for names of students they feel may be in need of additional assistance.  A counselor may contact you to offer some ideas.
Participation and Attendance

Regular practice is an essential part of language learning; one cannot do well without it. Your participation in class includes adding to the class discussion everyday and being prepared (which includes turning in assignments on time and coming in for extra help when you need it). Regular exposure to a language is of the highest importance in the learning process; you should make every effort to attend each class. 

Due to the nature of the course, catching-up becomes increasingly difficult as more classes are missed. If you are unable to attend a class, you must contact me the same day the class is missed in order to receive the opportunity to make-up assignments. I will allow two missed unexplained absence, but each subsequent absence requires a legitimate excuse. Finally, you will be held responsible for the information on this syllabus throughout the semester.

Diarios y tarea
For each country, four entries will be required—meaning for a total of five sections there will be 20 entries completed throughout the semester. Serán de más o menos 200 palabras cada uno y TODO EN ESPANOL. 
Entries may cover/include any of the following: your reaction or thoughts about each current event (2 separate entries), each piece of literature presented (2 separate entries), your reaction to the debates (1 entry), new information learned and how it relates to your life, etc. (1 entry).
The grade for the diarios will be as follows: 30% grammar, 30% content; 40% effort.

You are also responsible for reading the story from each country prior to coming to class. 
Repaso de un libro
You are to read a book—of fiction or nonfiction—in Spanish of a minimum of 150 pages.  After you read the book, you will write a review—like a book report—explaining the plot, main characters, new words that you learned, and your reaction/thoughts on the book.  You’ll turn in a typed, double-spaced report no later than May 5, 2011. Grammar and comprehension will be the two main factors in grading. 
Oral work 
Each of you will be asked to prepare one in-class oral presentations in Spanish during the course of the semester. You will pick the topic you would like to cover at the beginning of the semester. There will be no make-up presentations without prior consent.
Academic Honesty

Acts of academic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, falsifying research data or results, using a translation program or translator to complete written assignments or assisting others to do the same will not be tolerated and will result in an F grade. Policies regarding student conduct can be found in the college’s catalog. If I have any doubt that a student is cheating in any way, I reserve the right to require supplementary examinations or writing assignments. 
Tips for Success

1. Be on time. Sometimes arriving late is impossible to avoid, but consistently arriving late isn’t fair to the other students. If you do arrive late, please wait to catch-up on the information you missed to avoid further interrupting the class. 

2. Plan to stay for the whole class. Except for after some exams, I do not let class out early.

3. Turn off your cell phone and keep it out of sight. There is nothing more annoying than

  students text messaging each other. Of course, if you have a special circumstance such 
  as your child at home sick, please let me know before class and I shall make the 
  exception.

4.  If you don’t understand something, please ask me right away. If you feel too shy, ask your  

     group leader when you are working together doing an activity. Also, please don’t hesitate to   

     come and see me in my office. Many times, even 15 minutes of one-on-one time can make 
     a big difference!

5.    Avoid procrastination. This course covers a lot of material. Falling behind or skipping 

 assignments will seriously affect your participation and effort in class, not to mention

 your test scores.

6.    Respect your classmates. Listen to what they have to say. When someone else is talking,      

       it is not the time to whisper and talk with the people around you. 

7.   Don’t be shy! No one’s perfect and we’re all in it to improve. Try conversing with Spanish-  

      speaking people outside of class and your experience will be all the better!
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Buzios, Brazil
SPRING 2011 SCHEDULE (tentative)

Semana 1








T  1-25

Introducción




TH  1-27
Uruguay—un poco de todo





Semana 2






Semana 10

T  2-1

Uruguay —evento actual 


T  3-29

México—literatura
TH  2-3
Uruguay —evento actual


TH  3-31
México—literatura
Semana 3






Semana 11
T  2- 8

Uruguay —literatura
 


T   4- 5

México—lit/debate 

TH  2-10
Uruguay —literatura 



TH   4-7
Puerto Rico—todo  
Semana 4






Semana 12
T  2-15

Uruguay —literatura/debate


T  4-12

Pto Rico—evento actual
TH  2-17
Perú—un poco de todo


TH   4-14
Pto Rico—evento actual
Semana 5






Semana 13

T  2-22 
Perú—evento actual



T   4-19  
Puerto Rico—literatura
TH  2-24
Perú—evento actual  



TH   4-21 
No hay clase tarea 
Semana 6






Semana 14

T  3-1

Perú--literatura



T   4-26
Pto Rico—lit/debate
TH  3-3
Perú--literatura



TH   4-28
España—todo
Semana 7






Semana 15 
T  3-8

Perú—literatura/debate


T   5-3

España—evento actual
TH  3-10
México— un poco de todo


TH   5-5
España—evento actual/









      Hay que entregarme los repasos de libro
Semana 8






Semana 16

T  3-15
 
México—evento actual 


T   5-10

España—literatura
TH  3-17
México—evento actual 


TH 5-12
España—literatura
 

Semana 9 
(NO HAY CLASE)



Semana 17

T  3-22

SPRING BREAK



T   5- 17 
España—lit/debate
TH  3-24
SPRING BREAK





   







¡Diviértanse mucho!
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