SURVEY OF AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY
Revised:  May31, 2011
Revised by:  Doris Dwyer, Ph. D.
Number of Credits:  3
Transfers to institutions within UCCSN as His 111
Prerequisite:  None
Students who complete a degree or certificate of achievement at WNC are able to demonstrate appropriate:
Communication:
college level writing skills
oral communication skills (as demonstrated through email communications)
college-level reading skills
Analysis
demonstrate knowledge of appropriate critical thinking skills
use appropriate principles of reasoning and decision-making
locate and evaluate information
Personal Development
demonstrate knowledge of and ability to use effective and efficient learning skills
demonstrate computer skills appropriate to their degree or certificate
Community Commitment
know the basic principles and processes of government at the local, state, national and international level.
INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION
Doris Dwyer, Ph. D.
Office:  Virgil Getto Hall, Rm. 318
 Phone:  not available by office phone this summer
      1-775-217-9346 cell   (periodically not available at this number this summer) 
      Email:   www.ddwyer@wnc.edu
OFFICE HOURS:   through communication via the class web page
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Teaches the origin, development and  history of the Nevada and United States Constitutions.  Course will examine the American judicial system through a number of significant decisions and will analyze the individuals who made those decisions.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the basic constitutional and governmental concepts of the American experience.  To meet this objective we will be covering the historical and philosophical background to the American Constitution, Declaration of Independence and its relationship to the constitution.  We will cover, in depth, the major principles upon which the Constitution is based, including the concepts of federalism, separation of powers, checks and balances, judicial review, democracy and republicanism
Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the major provisions of the Nevada Constitution.  To accomplish this objective you will access the Nevada Constitution online.  The full text as well as an edited text of the Nevada Constitution is available on the class webpage.  You will have a quiz  on the edited version of the Nevada Constitution that will count 5% of your grade.  The format of this quiz and the accessibility dates will be provided on the discussion course once class begins
Demonstrate reading and written and oral communications skills commensurate with a college level course.  We will measure this objective by frequent quizzing and testing, employing a variety of test measurements:  short essay, short answer and various types of objective questions.
Demonstrate critical thinking skills.  We will develop this in class discussions and through critical questions on the exams.
GRADING POLICY AND PROCEDURES:
Written work will be graded in terms of accuracy, completeness, development of thought, organization and grammar.  Exams will be taken online in a monitored setting (a WNC facility or comparable facility if you live outside of the WNC service area).  Discussion will be evaluated in terms of  the quality of your postings and whether you meet your login requirements.  Your posting score is 10% of your grade.  NO EXTRA CREDIT IS PERMITTED.  The average of your two highest exam scores counts 75% of your final grade based on three exams (you may drop the lowest of your three exam scores).  The average of your quiz scores will count 10% of your grade.  You are required to post two substantive comments per week and log in at least three days each week.  Such postings as “I agree with you” or other statements that have no substantive content will not count for credit. Your postings should have proper grammar, spellilng, capitalization, etc; always proofread your work before posting.  You are welcome to exceed the posting requirements but there is no extra credit for posting more than twice per week. Required logins (three different days each week) and required postings (two per class week --Sunday through Saturday).  Late postings (posted after Saturday midnight will not count for credit for that week.  Postings will not count for any week (Sunday through Saturday) where you have not logged in three different days that week.  The Nevada Constitution quiz is 5% of your grade
The national standard (and the standard included in the WNC catalogue) for time spent on college academic courses is two hours for every hour spent in class (5-6 hours per week, on average).  Double this since we do two weeks of work during each week of the summer term
The following grade scale is in effect:
A    93-100      B-   80-82       D+  68-69     F    for cases of academic dishonesty
A-   90-92       C+  78-79        D    63-67     W - to receive a withdrawal the student
B+  88-89        C   73-77        D-   60-62            must officially drop the course.  The  
B    83-87        C-  70-72        F     0-60             instructor does not give W
TESTS AND QUIZZES:
There will be three exams, including the final exam.  The tests will consist of some combination of short essay, short answer, and objective testing  possibly including  multiple choice, fill-in and matching. The tests are based on the material presented in the posted lectures, links and postings.   Completed tests are not returned, but you will receive a summary of the results by class email. Tests are taken at the closest WNC facility; there is a three-day window period in which to take the exams.  (If you live outside of the WNC service area, you will need to locate a monitored, legitimate testing site, at a college or university in your area).   Lake Tahoe and Reno students are expected to use a WNC testing facility.  Check on this now; it must be an accredited college or university.  If you do not have an approved testing center you can not take this class
Quizzes are given weekly  (two per week during summer term) online.  They must be completed by Saturday evening in the week in which it is assigned (or other day, if noted on the schedule).  The quizzes are open-book, based on the reading assignments from the assigned books for that week.  They are multiple choice and they are timed quizzes at 20 minutes.  Quizzes are based on the reading assignments from your assigned books due for that week. Quizzes can not be made up or taken after the access period.  The quiz over the Nevada Constitution is longer, has a different format and counts as 5% of your grade..  It covers the edited version of the Nevada Constitution, available on the class web page.  
 MAKE-UP POLICY:
Weekly quizzes may not be made up.   Exams can not normally be made up after the access period has passed.  Exceptions are made for dire circumstances only (hospitalization for example; documentation required).  In these cases a different  (essay) test format will be used for make-ups
ATTENDANCE POLICY:
You are responsible for all assigned readings during the weeks on which they are due, and for all lecture and discussion materials.  Your attendance is measured by logins (three different days per week required).
You are also responsible for making appropriate arrangements for completing the three exams at a WNC facility during the three day window periods available for testing purposes.
INCOMPLETE AND WITHDRAWAL POLICY:
Incompletes are not normally given for online classes.  Students enrolling in online courses should make schedule adjustments to complete each week’s work on time.  
College policy requires that you complete 75% of the class work and have a C average before qualifying for an incomplete.  Withdrawals  will not be given to any student who has logged into the class.  Only letter grades (A-F) WILL BE GIVEN 
DISABILITIES POLICY:
Any student who feels that he or she may need accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me by email. to discuss your specific needs.  Accommodation for disabilities requires registering with  the disabilities office by the beginning of the semester.  You will  need to contact Susan Trist, the Disability Support Services Officer at 775-445-3266 (Carson Campus)
ACADEMIC HONESTY:
True academic achievement is based on academic honesty.  An honor code exists in this class that prohibits plagiarism and other forms of academic fraud.    Plagiarism includes copying material directly from a source, and/or failure to show where you found the material. (in the case of outside assignments).   The practice of plagiarism or other forms of dishonesty (such as submitting someone else’s work as your own or cheating during an exam or quiz) will result in a failing grade for the course.  Cheating on a test will result in a failing grade.
CORE HUMANITIES REQUIREMENT:
 This course is an approved substitute for CH 203, which is the third of the  required humanities sequence required of UNR students.  This course will satisfy the CH 203 requirement if the entire substitution sequence is completed prior to enrolling at UNR.  Please see a counselor about the CH requirement if you are planning to attend UNR.  
HONORS PROGRAM:  Not available for summer courses
The college has an honors program for students with at least a 3.0 GPA.  Specific requirements include an honors project over and above the normal course requirements.  Please see the instructor for further details
V          TEXTBOOKS:  
Monk, The Words We Live By; Your Annotated Guide to the Constitution                        
Irons, The Courage of Their Convictions
Alderman & Kennedy, In Our Defense:  The Bill of Rights in Action
Nevada Constitution, accesses on line; handouts, access to a dictionary
Your continued enrollment in the course constitutes acceptance of these policies
READING ASSIGNMENTS FOR His 111 Online – Summer Session
June 13-18

Introduction to the Course; read lecture one



Access the Magna Carta via the link provided in the lecture




Read Lecture Two




Access the English Declaration of Rights (also referred to as the English Bill




   Of Rights) by accessing the link; print out a copy




Access the Declaration of Independence via the link provided in the lecture  




Print out a copy.




Quiz #1 covers the information in the three documents accessed via the links 




provided




Post responses to two of the discussion questions (one from group one and one




from group two

This week you will want to spend some time becoming familiar with the class website.  By now you should have completed any of the tutorials that you feel that you need and assessed your own suitability for online classes  You need to take the trial quiz (quiz.00) to become familiar with the quiz software.  (quiz.00)is a non-credit quiz over the course policies.

The first lecture introduces some concepts that are basic to the course.  We will also begin our consideration of the growth of representative government, beginning with Magna Carta  and some basic concepts essential to this course.  In lecture two we continue our consideration of the growth of representative government in England.  Pay attention to the changing relationship between monarch and Parliament (which presumably represents the people).  Some things for your consideration are:   the change in relationship between the monarch and Parliament brought about by the English Declaration of Rights, governmental and constitutional issues that contribute to the American Revolution, the structure and the underlying philosophy contained in the American Declaration of Independence.
June 19-25

  Monk, pp. 9-61; Quiz #2 is on this reading (9-61); read lecture three



  Monk, pp. 62-111.  Quiz #3 is on this reading (62-111); read lecture four


                Post responses from two of the discussion questions (one from group three and 




 One from group four




 Post responses to one discussion board question from group three and one from 




 Group four of the discussion board questions

The subjects from lecture three are 1) the Peamble of the Constitution, which we will examine in depth and 2) Article One of the Constitution.  We will examine the nature of bicameralism, and how the two houses of
Congress fit into the concept of separation of powers.  Take note of the qualifications required for serving in the House of Representatives and the U. S. Senate.  Also note the powers unique to the House, and those that are unique to the Senate.  We will also cover the “enumerated powers”, the heart of the power of the Congress.  Think about which of them are the most important; others less important.  Read also section nine which describe those actions prohibited to Congress.  They are specifically described in Section 8 of Article One.  
Continuing on to lecture four we will be considering articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Constitution.  We will be considering the Electoral College—described somewhat clumsily in Article Two (the description in the lecture is more understandable—and the qualifications for serving as, and the constitutional powers of, the President of the United States.  In Article Three we will cover such topics as the federal court structure, the composition of the Supreme Court and the concept of judicial review.  We will touch only briefly on Article four, which describes the constitutional powers relating to the division of powers (power on two levels of government, federal and state.

June 26-July 2

Monk, pp. 112-172.  Quiz # 4 is on this assignment (112-172 of the Monk book)




Read lecture five.  One posting due from the discussion board this week



You need to complete  quiz for before you can access the exam scheduled for 



this week.  The exam is accessible on June 29-July 1.  Testing is done at the 




Carson and Fallon campuses.  See announcements for exact testing days and 




hours.  Out-of –area students should have provided your contact information for 



your college or university testing centers.  No tests will be given after July 1
This week in the Monk reading your will study Article Five, which covers the constitutional processes of
Amending (changing) the Constitution.  Please read this section carefully.  Briefly we will cover Articles Six and Seven.  Note the constitutional requirements for approving of the Constitution as it was written in 1787.  Next the reading covers amendments 1-5.  Read the provisions of these amendments; we will study these amendments (1-5)  in greater detail later in the course.  You need to take your weekly quiz and do your postings before taking the exam.  Postings for this week will not count for credit if they are posted after your have taken the exam
July 3-9


Monk, pp. 173-263.  Quiz # 5 on this assignment (pp.173-263).



Read lecture 6



Irons, pp. 83-104; 181-203; 233-252




Alderman & Kennedy, pp. 25-36




Read lecture 7




Post two response from the discussion board questions for this week; one from 




the questions from lecture 6; one from the questions from lecture 7

Now that you have read all of the amendments that have been added to our Constitution, I will suggest a framework within which to place these amendments.  Though each of the 27 amendments is unique, there are “natural groupings within the amendments that really change the Constitution is fundamentally the same way.  See lecture six for more detail on this.  You will want to categorize the amendments using the patterns mentioned in the lecture.  If you prefer, you can provide your own groupings, as long as they are logical groupings that you can defend. 

We now begin our examination of how the Constitution has been applied to specific situations.  Both the Irons book and the Alderman/Kennedy book are case books, very student-friendly, very readable accounts of everyday situations that raise profound constitutional questions.  The articles assigned for this week deal with the constitutional protection of free speech.  Is freedom of speech absolute?  If not, think about the situations in which freedom of speech is not protected.  Who makes that decision?  The specific issues that we will cover are 1) censorship of speech  2) symbolic speech 3) hate speech

July 10-16

Irons, pp. 333-354; Alderman & Kennedy, pp. 39-54; 71-88; Quiz #7 on this 



assignment. Read lecture 8




Irons, pp. 15-35-155-178; 207-230; 357-378




Alderman & Kennedy, pp. 57-68; quiz # 8 on these Irons and Alderman readings




Read lecture 9




Post two responses from the discussion board questions for this week; one from 




the questions from lecture 8; one from the questions for lecture 9

This week we will consider freedom of peaceable assembly, a right that is closely related to freedom of speech.  In addition, we will cover freedom of the press.  Is freedom of the press absolute?  When, and by whom, can it be legitimately limited?  What recourse does one have to address abuses of freedom of the press?  Specifically, in the area of freedom of the press we will consider 1) government censorship of the press, sometimes referred to as prior restraint and 2) libel.  
We are concluding our consideration of first amendment issues this week with a consideration of the two religion clauses in the first amendment.  The free exercise clause deal with the ability to exercise one’s religious belief, and when religious practices can legitimately be limited.  The more controversial of the two clauses is the establishment clause, which deals with situations involving what is commonly referred to as “separation of church and state”.  As you are reading the lecture think about where we draw the line between government and religious institutions.  This is a particularly timely issue

July 17-23

The access period for the second exam is this week.  The access period is July 20, 21, 22.  Please consult the announcements for exam times when the testing centers in Carson and in Fallon are open.  No exams for this testing period will be given after July 22.  Please adjust your schedules accordingly

July 24-30

Reread amendments 5, 13, 14 15 and 24.




Irons, pp. 39-62; 65-79; 107-127; 131-152; quiz # 9 on this assignment




Read lecture 10




Irons, pp. 255-279; 381-403; Alderman & Kennedy, pp. 315-335




Please find the cases of Griswold v Connecticut and Roe v Wade through an




internet search.  Quiz #10 on Irons, 255-279; 381-403; Alderman & Kennedy,




pp. 315-335 and your internet search assignment
July 31-August 5

Alderman & Kennedy, pp. 117-144; 149-205; Reread amendments 4 and 5




Quiz # 11 on the assignment in the line above




Read lecture 12


                             Alderman  & Kennedy, pp. 211-258; 287-311




Reread amendments 6 and 8; Quiz # 12 on the assignments listed above




Read lecture 13




Post responses to the discussion questions for this week; one post from material 




on lecture 12 and one posting from lecture 13




This last week is on the rights of the accused.  For this week we will consider the protections from illegal 

Searches and what constitutes a legal search.  The guidelines for a constitutional, reasonable search are found in amendment four.  Amendment five is a bit more complex, as it deals with a number of specific protections.  Be able to identify the five provisions of amendment five and link them to the relevant cases covered.  Quiz and postings must be completed before taking the exam

The sixth amendment is known as the “fair trial” amendment.  Its six provisions make due process available to all accused persons.  Know the provisions of this amendment and how they relate to the assigned readings.  Less complex, but just as interesting, is the 8th amendment that is based on the concept of proportionality.  How does the Tison case relate to this amendment?  Quiz and postings must be completed before taking the exam.

August  3, 4 and 5
Third Exam.  Access period is August 3, 4 and 5.  No tests will be given after August 5.  Please adjust your schedule accordingly
