Core Humanities 201 

Western Nevada College -- Kille


Core Humanities 201                       Fred Kille, Instructor

CH 201: 3 Credits                         Office Hours:

University Transfer Course                  M 4:30-5:30

                                            W 4:30-5:30

Phone Number: 445-4276                      T 12:15-1:15; 6:00-7:00

                                            TH 12:15-1:15
Office: Bris 350 O                          and by appointment

e-mail: kille@wnc.edu

Fax: 775-445-3141 (be sure to include a cover sheet with my name).

_____________________________________________________________

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Core Humanities 201 is an intellectual history that examines the traditions at the foundation of Western culture--history and art and philosophy--and spans a period from the dawn of civilization to the end of the medieval period.  Because "Western" concepts will be the main focus of this course, a strict sequence of historical events will not necessarily be adhered to; rather the past will often be compared and contrasted with the modern or contemporary in order to examine how various "Western" concepts have developed from their origins to the present. At the beginning of the course, emphases will be given to the Egyptian and Hebrew history and literature; then we will examine the classical civilizations as well as the medieval in terms of their art, philosophy and literature.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: Upon the completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:

     1) Identify specific cultures with their literature;

     2) Recognize specific writers and their themes in relation to a particular 
        period and culture;

     3) Recognize the major philosophical concerns of each culture under 
        examination;

     4) Understand certain historical events in relation to the literature 
        shaped by those events;

     5) Write coherently on subjects related to the course;

     6) Know the historical sequencing of events and the major traditions that  

        make up Western civilizations;

     7) Know the interconnecting traditions that link and separate many of the  

        nations of the West.

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS:  Students will write three essays on assigned topics and (optional) keep an informal journal in which they will record their ideas about what they read as well as record pertinent information that links the history with particular works of art.  The optional assignment is for extra credit.  Also in the journal will be kept a running commentary on historical events and how they have perhaps shaped a particular philosophical point of view.  There will be an objective midterm and final exam that will cover the history text, lecture material and the assigned readings. You will be responsible for chapters one through ten in the core text Western Civilizations (pages 3-309).
All non-text reading materials and class handouts will be available on-line at my webpage. You will need to print these for use in class. In the interest of saving trees and money, please consider using paper that has been used on one side. To access the assignments on my webpage do the following:
 1.  Go to the WNC webpage

 2.  Click on “current students”

 3.  Click on Faculty web pages

 4.  Click on my name (Fred Kille)

 5.  Click on url address at “website”

 6   Click on the class you are registered in

 7.  Click on “assignments”

 8.  Click on the assignment you wish to see

 9.  If the assignment is linked, click on the link and then print

 10. If the assignment is a document, print it.       

NOTE: some assignments have specific reading instructions attached.

PAPER ASSIGNMENT FORMAT: All essay assignments must be written in the research paper format. This includes in-text citations and a “Works Cited” page. See “Research Paper” on my webpage under English 101. Of course the paper must be typed, double-spaced, and with a cover sheet.

ASSIGNMENTS: Assignments are due on the date specified. Late assignments will be reduced 1/3 grade for each class period it is late. If you put an assignment under my office door or in my mail box, it must be dated and initialed by someone at the front desk. 
EMAILING ASSIGNMENTS: Assignments should only be emailed in cases of emergency. Emailed assignments must be sent as an attachment to your email. All attachments must be sent in rtf (Rich Text Format). Assignments embedded within the email will not be accepted. You are responsible for turning in all assignments, including those sent via email. I am not responsible for assignments lost in the ether. I will acknowledge the receipt of your assignment and note any problems with opening it. It is your responsibility to check for my response. Journals may not be emailed. 
GRADING: Grades will be based on the average of three essays and any extra credit submitted, plus the average of one midterm exam and one final exam. These two averages will be averaged to get the final grade. Grades will be assessed following the UNR +/- system.

  4.0 = A       3.0 = B       2.0 = C        1.0 = D      
  3.7 = A-      2.7 = B-      1.7 = C-        .7 = D-
  3.3 = B+      2.3 = C+      1.3 = D+        .0 = F
DUE DATES: All work must be completed. Assignments are due on time whether you are present or absent. No Egypt essays or rewrites of it will be accepted after mid-term. If your Egypt essay has not been turned in by the mid-term, it will result in a grade of “F.” 

RE-WRITE POLICY: Students have the opportunity to rewrite each assignment one time. Students are encouraged to re-write their assignments in order to develop a more concise writing style as well as to learn more thoroughly the content of the course. The journal should be turned in every four or five weeks so that I can read your comments and give you assistance when needed.  For any re-write, the original graded draft must be attached to the back of the re-write. Do not email rewrites because the original essay cannot be attached. All rewrites receive a new grade.
ATTENDANCE: You should attend every class session.  If you must be absent, it is your responsibility to get the assignments and turn in the assignments.  Your attendance can make the difference between a plus or minus grade. Be sure to keep current by turning in all assignments and rewrites within the time requirements stated above.
PLAGIARISM: Plagiarized papers will result in failure of the class.  Plagiarism is a form of theft because it passes off as one’s own the ideas, writings, work, etc. of another. This includes but is not limited to dictionaries, textbooks, the internet, primary sources, other student’s work, and papers bought from term paper suppliers. All papers will be checked for plagiarism.
TEXTS: The Bible (on-line)
       The Odyssey by Homer

       The Symposium by Plato

       Three Theban Plays by Sophocles

       Beowulf

       Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

       Song of Roland

       Dante: The Inferno
       Gilgamesh

       Poetics by Aristotle

       Western Civilizations: Their History & Their Culture Vol. 1 17th edition 
        by Coffin, et.al.
***** CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION AND IPODS AND OTHER LISTENING DEVICES, LAPTOPS:  As a courtesy to others, please turn off and store all cell phones and other electronic communications devices when in this class. All iPods and other listening devices must be stored when in this class.  If you use a laptop to take notes in this class, please make sure the noise emitted by the keyboard does not disturb other students. I reserve the right to monitor the use of laptops to ensure that their use is limited to this class.**** 
COURSE WITHDRAWAL: If for any reason you need to withdraw from this class, you must do so on-line or go to Admissions and Records. I will not withdraw you from the class. 

I reserve the right to change this syllabus. I will notify you as soon as possible of any changes.
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