English 102 

Western Nevada College -- Kille


Composition II                            Fred Kille, Instructor

English 102: 3 Credits                    Office Hours:

University Transfer Course              M 4:30p-5:30p
                                        W 4:30p-5:30p
Phone Number: 445-4276                  T 12:15p-1:15p; 6:00p-7:00p
                                        TH 12:15p-1:15p
Office: Bris 350 O                          and by appointment

e-mail: kille@wnc.edu

Fax: 775-445-3141 (be sure to include a cover sheet with my name).

____________________________________________________________

COURSE DESCRIPTION: English 102 is designed to expose students to the reading of literature, especially to the various literary forms, and to improve student writing skills. Students will learn research techniques and be responsible

for a research paper as well as be introduced to the writing of explications.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: The objectives of English 102 are two-fold: to help develop your style of writing in prose and to acquaint you with literature.  Composition and Literature will be of special help in learning the methods and practices in writing research papers as well as learning how to interpret and explicate literary works.  
When you have completed this course, you should not only be able to write more effectively but also do the following:

     1.  Know the differences and similarities among various literary forms;

     2.  Be familiar with theoretical terms used for analyzing literature and  

         literary forms;
     3.  Be able to analyze literary works in terms of character, theme, style, 
         point of view, etc.;

     4.  Be able to discuss literature analytically in class discussions and in  

         writing.
     5.  Recognize and examine the elements of tragedy and comedy as major  

         literary modes as they appear in fiction, plays and films.

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS: In-class writing assignments on particular topics and in particular modes, out-of-class expository essays, and a research paper will be required.  You will be asked to write in various expository essay modes. All out-of-class assignments must be typed and double spaced.  In-class writing must be done in ink.
WEBPAGE: Some outside reading assignments will be available on-line at my webpage. You will need to print these for use in class. In the interest of saving trees and money, please consider using paper that has been used on one side. To access the assignments on my webpage do the following:

 1. Go to the WNC webpage

 2. Click on “current students”

 3. Click on Faculty web pages

 4. Click on my name (Fred Kille)

 5. Click on url address listed at “website”

 6. Click on the class you are registered in

 7. Click on “assignments”

 8. Click on the assignment you wish to see

 9. If the assignment is linked, click on the link and then print

 10. If the assignment is a document, print it.
ASSIGNMENTS: Assignments are due on the date specified. Late assignments will be reduced one-third grade for each class period it is late. If you put an assignment under my office door or in my mail box, it must be dated and initialed by someone at the front desk.

EMAILING ASSIGNMENTS: Assignments should only be emailed in case of emergency. Emailed assignments must be sent as an attachment to your email. All attachments must be sent in rtf (Rich Text Format). Assignments embedded within the email will not be accepted. You are responsible for turning in all assignments, including those sent via email. I am not responsible for assignments lost in the ether. I will acknowledge the receipt of your assignment and note any problems encountered with opening it. It is your responsibility to check for my response.       

EVALUATION: Through involvement in the evaluation process, especially by rewriting, you will learn to evaluate your own writing as well as the writings of others. You will be graded on your ability to reason, to research, to organize ideas and supporting facts because these are the components of successful college writing. Your semester grade will be a measure of the proficiency you demonstrate on all of the writing assignments and your ability to successfully write a research paper. 

GRADING:  Grades will be based on your writing assignments and your research paper. Grades will be assessed following the UNR +/- system.

   4.0 = A       3.0 = B       2.0 = C        1.0 = D      

   3.7 = A-      2.7 = B-      1.7 = C-        .7 = D-

   3.3 = B+      2.3 = C+      1.3 = D+        .0 = F

DUE DATES: All work must be completed.  Assignments are due on time whether you are present or absent. All assignments and revisions for the first half of the semester must be turned in by mid-term week. Any assignments not turned in by this date will receive an “F.” All assignments and revisions for the second half of the semester must be turned in one week before finals’ week. No assignments or rewrites will be accepted after that date. The only exception is the revision of the Research Paper.  

RE-WRITING POLICY: Students have the opportunity to re-write each assignment one time. Rewrites must be turned in to me no later than one week after the first draft is returned. For any rewrite, the original graded draft must be attached to the back of the rewrite. Do not email rewrites because the original cannot be attached. All rewrites receive a new grade.

PLAGIARISM: Plagiarized papers will result in failure of the class.  Plagiarism is a form of theft because it passes off as one's own the ideas, writings, work, etc. of another.  This includes but is not limited to dictionaries, textbooks, the internet, primary sources, other students' work, and papers bought from term paper suppliers. All papers will be checked for plagiarism.
ATTENDANCE: You should attend every class session.  If you must be absent, it is your responsibility to get the assignments and turn in assignments. Your attendance can make the difference between a plus or minus grade. Be sure to keep current by turning in all assignments and rewrites within the time requirements stated above. 
RESEARCH PAPER: All research papers must be written in the appropriate format (see “Research Paper” on my webpage under English 101). Of course the paper must be typed, double-spaced, and presented at least one week before the last day of class (before finals week) in order to receive a grade.  If turned in two weeks before the deadline, students will be able to revise adequately their papers in order to receive a better grade. It is the student’s responsibility to make sure this process is followed.
    Your research paper must be on a critical topic that relates either to Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby, Fowles' The French Lieutenant's Woman, Schaefer’s Shane, or Chopin’s The Awakening.  
     Your research paper must have a minimum of ten reference sources and only three of these sources may be taken from the internet. This requirement will be strictly enforced. For each internet source used, you must supply the title, author, and URL address of that source as part of your “Works Cited” sheet. All in-text citations and “Works Cited” source listings must follow the Modern Language Association (MLA) format. The other seven sources must be taken from the book and essay sources that are on reserve in the Library. Your search for internet sources will be easier if you make use of the WNC library (most of which, if not all, can be accessed from your home computer). We have outstanding librarians who will help you in every way they can. 
GRAMMAR AND SPELLING: English 102 is a writing and reading course; therefore, knowledge of basic sentence structure and spelling is required.  Correctness is important.  Proof-read all assignments carefully before turning them in.  Correct any errors in spelling and sentence structure.  Work which has not been proof-read with care will be returned for correction before it will be graded.

DISABILITY STATEMENT: If you have a disability for which you will need to request accommodations, please contact the Disability Support Services office (Bristlecone building, room 103 -- ph. 445-1327), as soon as possible to arrange for appropriate accommodations.

TEXTS: An Introduction to Literature 16th ed. by Barnet, Burto, Cain, The Great Gatsby by Scott Fitzgerald, The French Lieutenant's Woman by John Fowles, Shane by Jack Schaefer, and The Awakening by Kate Chopin.

Supplemental text:

     If you have never written a research paper, you may wish to borrow or buy Prentice-Hall Handbook for Writers and review chapters 44 through 46, or the Bedford Handbook.
***** CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION DEVICES:  As a courtesy to others, please turn off and store all cell phones and other electronic communications devices when in this class.  All ipods and other listening devices must be stored when in this class. If you use a laptop to take notes in this class, please make sure the noise emitted by the keyboard does not disturb other students. I reserve the right to monitor the use of laptops to ensure that their use is limited to this class.**** 
COURSE WITHDRAWAL: If for any reason you need to withdraw from this class, you must do so on-line or go to Admissions and Records. I will not withdraw you from the class.

I reserve the right to change this syllabus. I will notify you as soon as possible of any changes.   
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