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Western Nevada Community College will honor
more than 325 students next month who have
earned associate degrees and certificates of achieve-
ment during the past year. The Carson City com-
mencement is scheduled for 7 p.m., Tuesday, May
20, at the Carson City Community Center, 851 E.
Williams St. Reno Mayor Bob Cashell will give the
commencement address. The Sierra Highlanders
bagpipe band will perform the processional.

In Fallon, commencement is at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, May 21, at the Oats Park Art Center,
151 Park St.

Howard Rosenberg, University of Nevada,
Reno art professor and a member of the University
and Community College System of Nevada Board
of Regents, will be the commencement speaker.

Bob Cashell was elected mayor of Reno in No-
vember 2002. He served as Lieutenant Governor of
Nevada from 1982 to 1986, and on the University of
Nevada System Board of Regents from 1979 to 1982.
He has more than 35 years of entrepreneurial, ex-
ecutive and governmental experience throughout
Nevada. He is chairman of the board of Cashell En-
terprises, a hotel/casino/resort management com-
pany, and owns the Alamo Travel Center and the
Topaz Lodge and Casino. In 1967, Bob Cashell and
four others purchased a truck stop west of Reno
called Bill & Effies. He changed the name of the com-
pany to Boomtown, and over the next 18 years over-
saw numerous expansions. He sold Boomtown in
1988.

Regent Howard Rosenberg was elected to the
Board of Regents in 1996. He is a professor of art,
art education, design and film studies, and the di-
rector of advisement in the art department at UNR.
Rosenberg draws on his years of experience as a
teacher, administrator, columnist and film critic to
entertain and enlighten his audiences.

Distinguished Speakers to
Address WNCC Graduates

WNCC Nursing Grads Celebrate
Twenty-nine associate degree nursing  students will be
honored at a pinning ceremony on Tuesday, May 20, at 3
p.m. at the Carson Community Center. Practical nursing
students will have a combined pinning and graduation
ceremony in June.

“Our Diversity Is Our Strength”

WNCC Multicultural Festival
Welcomes Many Cultures
Enjoy a fascinating world of dance, food
and art  Saturday, April 26, at Western
Nevada Community College.  Cultures
Around the World, the eighth annual
WNCC Multicultural Festival, runs
from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Carson
City campus, 2201 West College Park-
way. Admission is free. “Our Diversity
is Our Strength” is the theme for the
Multicultural Festival.

Festival coordinator Joanne Ostergaard

READY FOR VIEWING - WNCC’s new Jack C. Davis Observatory
will be open to the public:
Friday, May 16, Dusk to 10 p.m. • Saturday, May 17, noon to 9 p.m.

The “First Light” grand
opening celebration of the
new Jack C. Davis Obser-
vatory at Western Nevada
Community will begin on
Thursday, May 15, with a
perfectly-timed full lunar
eclipse. The $1.3 million
observatory is the only
public observatory in
northern Nevada and will
provide a research-level
facility for WNCC stu-
dents and the community.

Vice President for Insti-
tutional Advancement
Helaine Jesse, who led fund-
raising efforts for the project,
says, “What makes this
project so special is that it is a
local vision, inspired by our
faculty, and built totally with
community and statewide support.”

WNCC Astronomy and Physics Professor Rob-
ert Collier conceptualized the observatory idea a few
years ago, and progress snowballed with the first
major donation: a $100,000 grant from the Nevada
Gaming Foundation for Educational Excellence.
Other major gifts came from the Nevada Bell Foun-
dation and Cubix Corporation.  After a fund-rais-
ing visit to Carson City by Apollo XI astronaut Buzz
Aldrin, individual and business donations poured
in, including—thanks to U.S. Senator John Ensign—
a $300,000 congressional award.

Now that the opening of the observatory is im-
minent, Collier admits to being almost over-
whelmed by the generosity of the community, the
complexity of the project  and the educational op-
portunities the observatory provides for students.

“It’s truly amazing that this is happening at a
community college in Carson City,” Collier said. “It’s
going to take us awhile to get everything dialed in,
but once we get all the equipment set up the way
we want it, we’ll begin to see exactly the kind of
research students will be able to pursue at the ob-
servatory.”

“FIRST LIGHT” to Celebrate WNCC Observatory Opening

Continued on page 3

Reach for the Stars - pg 3


